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GALMINGTON & 
COMEYTROWE NEWS 

No.614 February 2020 
 

             

The Friends of Comeytrowe Park           
Quiz Night and Raffle 

 
Saturday March 28th 2020 

7.30pm 

Comeytrowe Community Hall 

 
Tickets £7.50                                                                    

to include a ploughman's supper                                         
tables of six 

 
Subjects will include - History, Sport, 

         Entertainment, Local and General Knowledge etc! 

 
         Tickets available from Tim Curtis, 07850116360 

email: tim_curtis8@aol.com                                               
         from February 11th 

 
   The raffle is in aid of the                                                 

Taunton  Opportunity  Group 
Reg Charity No: 277984 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

mailto:tim_curtis8@aol.com
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News from the Pews  

Love! 
 
All I need is love, do,dodododoo. All you need is love... love is all you need.’ Sang 
the Beatles. 
 
‘Love is in the air, everywhere I look around’, was sung by John Paul Young. 
‘It must be love, love, love’, sang Madness. 
‘Don’t want to hear sad songs anymore, just wanna hear love songs’, by Rita Ora, Is 
all over the radio at that moment. 
 
Why am I telling you this? Because it’s Valentine’s Day soon. But before you switch 
off, thinking I’m about to get mushy, don’t, I won’t, I promise. 
I’m saying, because every generation has a song about love, it must be important. 
And all those songs mentioned above, can be sung to a significant other, yes, but 
they can also be, and often are, sung as general anthems. At parties, in bars, in 
school halls, in changing rooms after a match. Because they engender a wider 
desire to care, to be part of something. 
 
Love, is a requirement in communities and families, it is not simply desirable, it 
really does ‘make the world go ‘round’. It is hard at times to love, to put others 
needs above our own. But love breeds love. It might seem over simplistic, but 
maybe that’s it. Simple. 
 
Love can come from within. We cannot force others to love... but we can show 
others how to love. 
‘love, one another, as I have loved you’, says Jesus  
Love is a smile in the street, the passing of a tin a high shelf in a shop, to someone 
struggling to reach it, the standing up on a bus for another who needs the seat 
more. 
 
Love is playing a game on the consol with your teenager who is struggling to be 
with family. It’s calling your sister, when you haven’t managed that for weeks.  
Showing love, means so many things to so many people, but it is as simple as doing 
for others what you would have them do for you. 
 
As we love, we change; as we change, community changes, as community changes, 
society changes and as society changes, so does the world! 
 
‘Nothing more, nothing less, love is the best   
Justine 
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A reminder......  
 
St Michael’s Players are holding a Cabaret Extravaganza on Saturday 22 
February 2020 at 7.00pm and hope to welcome as many of you as possible 
to this event - the first home-grown concert for a few years.  Some of your 
favourite “acts” will be performing; along with some new talent so please 
do come. 
Tickets may be bought from the Church Office, after Church on              Sun-
days or by telephoning 288092.  In the event of no answer, please leave 
your name, telephone number and how many tickets you require and 
someone will get back to you as soon as possible.  Tickets £7.50, £5 chil-
dren under 16.  Concessions - family (up to 4) £15, including at least one 
adult and one child.   
We look forward to seeing you for what promises to be a fun evening. 
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Beneath a Scarlet Sky – Mark Sullivan 
 
I do like my history, especially anything connected to the Second World War. I think 
it comes from spending many a school holiday with my grandparents and listening 
to my grandfather tell me various facts and interesting tales (during the day he 
made rubber seals for Spitfires and by night was an ARP messenger). So when I 
read the synopsis for this book and learned that it was based on a true story, it was 
a no hesitation purchase, and boy was I not let down.  
Set in Italy during WWII, the story focuses around that of teenager Pino Lella, and 
his family in Milan. Pino is like any teenager today, interested in music, food and 
girls; the only difference being that he has the addition of trying to avoid the Nazis 
as they take over Italy; and also has Allied bombing raids to contend with. When his 
family home is destroyed by bombs, he is sent by his parents to a church run 
mountain retreat. There, he is enlisted by the priest to help smuggle Jews over the 
mountains and across the border into Switzerland, running into a few scrapes along 
the way.  
A few weeks before his 18th birthday, he returns home to visit his parents. Afraid 
that when he turns 18 he’ll be conscripted into the army and be made to fight the 
Russians on the Eastern front, they persuade a reluctant Pino to enlist in the 
German army instead, so that he has a (limited) choice on how to serve. 
Circumstances allow Pino to become the driver of Hitler’s left hand man in Italy, 
General Hans Leyers. This is the start of Pino feeding information back to the 
resistance and onto the Allies (where munitions are being kept, timetables of 
important train deliveries etc).  
I won’t give away the ending or any more of the plot, as it truly is fascinating. So 
much happens, it’s sometimes easy to forget that this is based on a real story and 
not a work of someone’s overactive imagination (in the introduction, the author 
details his long interviews with Pino and the cross referencing he does to check on 
the validity of the story). 
A very captivating read; but as you can imagine with a true story set during this 
dark period of history, not always a happy one.  
I would strongly recommend  the book to anyone with an interest in history, true 
tales, WWII….in fact I would recommend everyone reads it, so that the past is  
remembered and we remind ourselves of why this should never happen again.                                                    
Do you have a book that you’d like to recommend I read? Or do you disagree with 
any of my reviews? Or found an author you really like? Feel free to email me at 
jim.m.ryan.author@gmail.com 

IN the BOOK CORNER 

mailto:jim.m.ryan.author@gmail.com
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HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
January meeting 

The US and China 
 
Professor Kathleen Burk talked to the Historical Association in early January about 
relations between America and China with particular emphasis on the impact of 
Trump on this relationship. She asserted that Trump had not made a difference in 
terms of the nature and direction of Sino-American relations but he had accelerated 
existing trends. This was notable in the increased competition between the two 
countries and the more uncompromising tone and attitude of both sides to one 
another. 
The advent of the Communist regime in 1949 soured US relations with China. 
Relations eased in the period of ‘ping-pong’ diplomacy, culminating in the US 
recognition of China in 1979. The common threat of the USSR also helped warm 
relations between the US and China.  However, relations have spiralled downwards 
since the 2008 financial crisis. Perceiving the US to be weaker, economically and 
politically, China decided to challenge the US, the militarisation of the South China 
Sea being an example. China’s confidence to exert itself was enhanced by the 
strengthening of the Communist Party and its control of the economy.                                   
With two trillion dollars in reserves, China is subsidising military adventures and its             
commercial companies to expand its influence. Xi’s policy is that China should 
become the dominant economy by 2050, though the speaker thought this might 
prove to be too ambitious. China is currently investing in 152 countries in the world 
as a thway of linking them to her. At the same time China has increased military 
spending hugely especially in its navy with the aim of becoming a global naval 
power. 
In the US, China is seen as an existential threat. However, the speaker argued that 
Trump is not a strategic thinker and that US foreign policy lacks coherence. Trump 
was characterised as a unilateralist, putting America first, who ignores his allies and 
is unskilled in diplomacy with scant regard for the collateral damage of his policies. 
The ‘tit-for-tat’ tariff war of 2019 was outlined which, Professor Burk claimed, was 
regarded by China as a sign of US weakness.  Fundamentally, no-one trusts Trump 
and his dealings with Kim Jung-un and Recep Erdogan have not done anything to 
reassure others. 
 
5 February ‘The Second World War in Russian Memory from 1945 to the Present’  
This talk will consider the impact of the Second World War on Russian attitudes and 
outlook and links will be made with recent developments under Putin. Known as 
‘The Great Patriotic War ‘by Russians, its scale, by most means of measurement, 
was gigantic and, unsurprisingly, its effect on the national psyche has been massive. 
This talk was postponed last February. 
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The email address for the G & C NEWS is: priscillaryan242@aol.com  
 
Please note that the deadline for articles and ads is 9am on the Friday 
(either the  second or third Friday of the month). The exact deadline date is 
at the foot of the back page. Items sent after the deadline may not be 
included; dependent on  available space. However, articles and adverts sent 
well before the deadline are assured of a place in the G&C News. 
Thank you for your help with this. 
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As spring is on its way, February is a good month to get on with some 
winter           pruning jobs, cultivating and planning. To make the most of the 
mildest days, here are a few jobs that could be done:  
• Preparation is key – it’s a good idea to check garden equipment, 

ensuring all tools are clean and pruning equipment is maintained. 
Secateurs can be cleaned with steel wool and a lubricating oil can be 
applied for ease of use. Make sure to check any electrical equipment is 
working to avoid frustration when the time comes to use it.  

• Mulch around the base of fruit trees - this will help keep down weeds 
and hold in moisture.  

• It’s a good time of year to apply organic fertilisers. As it releases 
nutrients slower, it will be available when the spring comes and the 
plants need it. Choose organic fertilisers.. Whilst you are fertilising it’s a 
good chance to weed and dig over            borders too.  

• Planting bare-root trees and shrubs can be done during the dormant 
season              between November and March.  

• Continue topping up bird feeders and ensure there is fresh water 
available.  

• Pruning overgrown hedges will help improve the health and shape of 
the hedge. The majority of deciduous hedges can be pruned back hard. 
It’s a good chance to check for winter damage and tie up anything that 
needs to be supported at the same time.   

• Top dress pot grown shrubs, scrape off the top layer of old compost 
and apply a fresh layer of new compost.  

• To produce shoots that make good cuttings start by planting up dahlia 
tubers. They can be planted singularly or several can be put in a large 
tray. Place them in a sunny spot and spray them every now and again 
with water, this will encourage the buds to grow. The same can also be 
done with other summer flowering bulbs. 

• Chit potato tubers. 
• Tidy/clean out sheds, remove any old chemicals and  chemicals that 

have since been removed from the market.  
 
Happy Gardening. 
 
http://www.colesplantcentre.co.uk/gardening-tips-february/ 
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KINGPIN GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
  

Plus Patio Cleaning 
  

Chainsaw Qualified 
  

Lawn and Hedge Cutting 
  

Fence Painting etc 
  

Affordable Prices All Year Round. Fully Insured 
  

Over 25 Years Experience 
  

Charlie Mobile 07719337123 Home 01823 334592 
Email: charlie.kingpin@yahoo.co.uk 
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J Warman Carpentry & 
 

Property Maintenance 
 

Doors, skirtings, built in cupboards 
 

etc. 
 

Tel: 01823 254040 
 

Mobile: 07734307887 
 

Local friendly service by 25 years 
experienced & qualified carpenter. 

Small jobs welcome. 

Ltd. 

 TURNERS PHYSIO   
 

INJURY & SPORTS THERAPY   
         CLINIC (est 2002)  

•   Back Pain/Injury  
•   Shoulder & neck pain  
•   Muscular strains/sprains  
•   Nerve pain/Sciatica  
 
    CALL KEVIN:  07746 727736  
EMAIL:  turnersclinic@gmail.com  

MISTY / FOGGY UNIT 
 

Dodhill Corner,  
Kingston Road, Taunton TA2 8AT 

Tel 01823 451740 & Fax 01823 451719 
www.galmingtonglass.co.uk 

REPLACEMENT               
SERVICE 

FOR YOUR 
GLASS &  GLAZING 
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Chris Francis Electrical Services 
 

Friendly,  Reliable,  Local Electrician 
 

Part P Registered and Insured 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Competitive Prices 
 

All electrical aspects covered 
———————————————- 

TEL: 01823 765007 
MOB: 07989 396455 

www.chrisfranciselectrical.co.uk 
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Julian Ackland Building Services 
Established 30 Years (The Best in the West). 

 

Extensions.  Renovations and Alterations, Stonework 
Roofing. Digger work. Block Paving. Patios. 

 

No job too big or too small. 
 

Free estimates. Fully insured. Very competitive rates. 
 

Call Julian Tel: 01823 254781  Mob: 07966510120 

FOXWELL WINDOW CLEANING 
 

Traditional window cleaner of domestic & commercial  
properties. 

 

Regular & reliable service. 
 

Also conservatories, fascias, gutters, sofits & patios cleaned 
 

Ring Nigel on 01823 461243 or 07814 435730 

R & D Electrical Solutions 

Electric Underfloor Heating.  Full/Partial Rewires 
Electric Showers. Low Energy Lighting. Security Lights 

Smoke Detectors. Consumer Unit Change 
Garden/Deck Lighting. Storage Heaters. BT Points 

Hobs & Ovens. Electric Heaters. Additional Sockets 
24 Hour Call Out Service 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FREE  ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 

 
Mobile: 07796 697275 
Office: 01823 338566 

office@randdelectrical.co.uk 
www.randdelectrical.co.uk                                                                                             

mailto:office@randdelectrical.co.uk
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                                    Oven Angel 
 

Is your oven a devil to clean?... Then call in the Oven Angel. 
Friendly, reliable & professional lady. 

Qualified, Insured & CRB checked. 
All types of oven, hobs & extractors cleaned. No job too small. 

Tel: Caroline on 01278 450307 or 07977 051717 
Email: info@ovenangel.co.uk   website: www.ovenangel.co.uk 

                                                        
Ian Cooke 
Painter and Decorator   

                                            
All Aspects of Painting and 

Decorating                                                            

Over 30 years experience                                                                        

Free quotations                                                                               

Mobile: 07775647249                                                                               

Home: 01823 256169                                                    

Email: 

cookemanor5@gmail.com 

 

ABC Harder Quiz 
Answers 

Alaska, Beckham, Canada, Matt Damon, Everton, Foo Fighters, 
Glasgow, Tom Hanks, Istanbul, Jerusalem, Kill Bill, Latvia, Mexi-
co, Nobel, Ottawa, Potassium, Quito, Road Runner, Bruce 
Springsteen, Tragedies, Umbrella, Vietnam War, Emma Watson, 
Xenophobia, Yoda, Zombie 

mailto:info@ovenangel.co.uk
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ELM TREE HOMES (SOUTH WEST) LTD                                              

BUILDING CONTRACTORS  
 

 All aspects of building work undertaken in and around Taunton for the last 25 
years offering the highest quality workmanship. 

Friendly, family business. 
Fully insured. 

Registered waste carrier. 
Members of the Federation of Master Builders.  

  
Extensions, full renovations and new builds a specialty. 
New windows, fascias and soffits supplied and fitted. 

Interior and exterior door replacement. 
Kitchens and bathrooms. 

Groundworks, landscaping and fencing. 
Interior and exterior painting and decorating.                                                                               

Call Steve on 07778743698 
email: elmtreehomes@hotmail.co.uk 
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Please send in articles 

about your group or society to the 

 Galmington and Comeytrowe News. 
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BLUE PENGUIN  

Chartered Accountants 

 
Personal tax advice for family-run 

businesses and individuals. 
 

Monthly fees from £20 plus VAT 
 

peter@blue-penguin.co.uk 
 

Tel: 01823 335262 
Fax: Really?? 

 
Peter Watkins ACA AAT ATT 

 
 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE              
HAIRDRESSING 
In your own home 
Ladies and Gents 

Cuts, Blow-dries, Shampoo & Sets 
Perming and Colouring 

Call Katrina on 01823 351629 or  
07870 439312 
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Advertising in the Galmington and Comeytrowe 
News 

Small Ads 20p per word per month 
Whole Page: £40 per month 
Half Page: £20 per month 

Quarter page per month: £10 
Eighth page: £5 per month 

A 10% discount will be allowed on payments made 
for a year in advance 

Cheques should be made payable to ’Galmington 

and Comeytrowe News’.  

THE March 2020 ISSUE 
Published on: Friday 28th February 2020 

Copy must be with the Editor by 9am Friday 14th 
February 2020 

Editor: Mrs. P. M. Ryan, 12 Berwick Close. 01823 
288474 

Distribution: Mr. S. & Mrs. J. Rudd, 7 Comeytrowe 
Rise. 01823  252604 

Treasurer: Mrs. P. M. Ryan, 12 Berwick Close. 
01823 288474 

Printed by Zeralynx 01823 251888 

Galmington and Comeytrowe News: priscillaryan242@aol.com 
Comeytrowe Parish Council: www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk 

Bishop Henderson School: www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk 
St Michael’s Church Hall: Church Office Tel: 332371, Monday closed, Tuesday 9-30 
to 6-00, Wednesday 9-30 to 1-30, Thursday 9-30 to 1-30,Friday 9-30 to 12-30. Or by 

appointment. Susan Kaufman Church Administrator. 
 The Trident Hall & Play Area:  Pete Yeandle 01823 289791 

Comeytrowe Community Hall: Marian Hudd, 59 Somerset Avenue TA1 5HX   
07477912257 www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org 

 Police Community Support Contact: Tony Wearmouth PCSO 8413Aw047 
07889 655312 

MIKE ROGERS PLUMBING 
Installation and Repairs, Bathrooms, Showers, Kitchens, Ball Valves, Taps, Boiler Servicing 

and Central Heating, GAS Safe Registered Installer. Tel: (01823) 321470 
 

HAIR CARE 
Gill Hobbs - Mobile hairdresser. All ages Tel: 01823 480225 

  
KEATES - BUILDING MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Painting & Decorating - Paths - Patios - Fencing - Slate and Tile Roofing. 
Telephone 01823 275971 Mobile 07939 406099 

  
GAS FITTING and SERVICING 

by registered GAS SAFE installer.  Nick Keeble and Son, 36 Highfield, Taunton. Tel 289032 
  

T. ADAMS. Est 1965 Painter and Decorator. 
*Interiors only* Including wallpapering, coving, tiling etc. Mobile: 07593383376 

Telephone: 01823 618124 Email: trevoradams49@yahoo.co.uk 

 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

Please be aware that the Galmington and Comeytrowe News  accepts ads in good faith. If 
you employ or use the services of those who advertise, please satisfy yourself as to their 

competence and certification. 

mailto:priscillaryan242@aol.com
http://www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk
http://www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk
http://www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org/

