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GALMINGTON & 
COMEYTROWE NEWS 

No.613 January 2020 

 

 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

to EVERYONE!!! 

 
QUIZ  NIGHT  

 

Come and test your knowledge in 
The Comeytrowe Community Hall on 
    Saturday 18th January 2020   

                         at 7.30pm 
 

Subjects to include;  General Knowledge /  
Entertainment  /Sport  / Food & Drink  &  more! 

Great Prizes   - Teams of Six where possible 
Tickets £7.50 to include supper available at 

The Comeytrowe Hall on Fridays from 7.30pm or 
call  01823.350840 /                                              

email: trullites@yahoo.co.uk 
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News from the Pews 

Where are we going? 
 
I don’t know about you, but I don’t always feel as if I know where I am going… 
Running around and chasing my tail, never seeming to catch up… 
To and Fro, away I go… 
Life is always busy. 
Family commitments, 
Friends that I just don’t see anymore, 
Work pressure, 
And then there is that ever elusive, time for myself. 
 
To some of us life is a bit of a rollercoaster; 
Highs and lows, the successes and the failures. 
To others it is more like a maze. One way in and one way out, with a myriad of 
twists and turns in between.  
 
Mazes or Labyrinths have been seen as both symbols of fear and of hope, 
associated with loss and gain. But since medieval times they have clearly been used 
as a symbol of the Christian way, representing the path of the soul through life.  
 
Medieval pilgrims re-enacted this way, following the path of the labyrinth in the 
cathedral as a means of prayer.  People walked the labyrinth at significant times in 
life, as prayer and preparation. 
 
Some of us are seeing the new year as a maze or a labyrinth. If that’s you, then I 
hope that you may see it not simply as the unknown to be fearful of, but also as a 
adventure to be seized. 
 
May joy be found in unexpected moments and through surprising people. May you 
find relief as we turn corners on more difficult times. 
 
May peace be yours in 2020 
Revd Justine 



3 



4 

Found – by Erin Kinsley 
 
Another new author to me, and as far as I can tell with a quick look on Amazon, 
another debut novel. And what a novel it is. 
The prologue starts with a question: how things might have turned out             
differently if it weren’t for small, insignificant, events that occur every day that 
could happen to any of us. Losing a shoe, taking time to decide what to buy in a 
shop; missing a bus.  
 
Two schoolboys finish playing a game of rugby and are walking home together, 
popping into a newsagents to get an after school treat. Due to this, one of the 
boys just misses his bus home so needs to wait a few minutes for the next one 
to come along, and the other boy continues his walk home. This second boy is 
woken by his parents in the middle of the night, as the police are at the door 
because his friend has gone missing; a can of fizzy drink on the pavement at the 
bus stop the only evidence his schoolmate was ever there.  
 
After an extensive police investigation and a tearful television appeal by the 
parents the boy (Evan) is still not found. Months pass by, nearly tearing his  
parents apart. They have all but given up hope, when by chance Evan’s            
discovered in the boot of a car. Desperate for answers, he’s questioned by the 
police and his parents, but he refuses to say a word and retreats into his own 
world. Can his broken family help put Evan back together again? Will the police 
ever catch the criminals so the boy can truly feel safe? Then another child goes 
missing. 
 
What I enjoyed about this book, is that it was different to other stories that 
touch on the same subject - a child going missing - where the plot is usually just 
concerned with finding that child and the police investigation. This book 
opened up into the lives of those affected and the aftershock of emotion             
following such a trauma (rather than the book just ending when the boy is 
found and everyone lives happily ever after), and we’re given insights into the 
thoughts and feelings of the child, the parents (and grandparents) and the  
police detective heading up the case. 

IN the BOOK CORNER 
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As well as the different approach to this type of genre, one of the things that 
touched me the most was the beautiful relationship between the boy and his  
grandfather. All the characters are so alive and full of soul and believability. I  
wouldn’t say this is a psychological thriller, or even a gritty crime novel, it’s                
simply a very well penned story about what happens with the unthinkable                
occurs.   
 
4.9 out of 5 stars for me, well worth a read – make sure you have a supply of 
tea and chocolate biscuits nearby, as you won’t want to put the book down.  
 
Do you have a book that you’d like to recommend I read? Or do you disagree 
with any of my reviews? Or found an author you really like? Feel free to 
email me at jim.m.ryan.author@gmail.com  

mailto:jim.m.ryan.author@gmail.com
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J Warman Carpentry & 
 

Property Maintenance 
 

Doors, skirtings, built in cupboards 
 

etc. 
 

Tel: 01823 254040 
 

Mobile: 07734307887 
 

Local friendly service by 25 years 
experienced & qualified carpenter. 

Small jobs welcome. 

Ltd. 

 TURNERS PHYSIO   
 

INJURY & SPORTS THERAPY   
         CLINIC (est 2002)  

•   Back Pain/Injury  
•   Shoulder & neck pain  
•   Muscular strains/sprains  
•   Nerve pain/Sciatica  
 
    CALL KEVIN:  07746 727736  
EMAIL:  turnersclinic@gmail.com  

MISTY / FOGGY UNIT 
 

Dodhill Corner,  
Kingston Road, Taunton TA2 8AT 

Tel 01823 451740 & Fax 01823 451719 
www.galmingtonglass.co.uk 

REPLACEMENT               
SERVICE 

FOR YOUR 
GLASS &  GLAZING 
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KINGPIN GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
  

Plus Patio Cleaning 
  

Chainsaw Qualified 
  

Lawn and Hedge Cutting 
  

Fence Painting etc 
  

Affordable Prices All Year Round. Fully Insured 
  

Over 25 Years Experience 
  

Charlie Mobile 07719337123 Home 01823 334592 
Email: charlie.kingpin@yahoo.co.uk 
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ELM TREE HOMES (SOUTH WEST) LTD                                              

BUILDING CONTRACTORS  
 

 All aspects of building work undertaken in and around Taunton for the last 25 
years offering the highest quality workmanship. 

Friendly, family business. 
Fully insured. 

Registered waste carrier. 
Members of the Federation of Master Builders.  

  
Extensions, full renovations and new builds a specialty. 
New windows, fascias and soffits supplied and fitted. 

Interior and exterior door replacement. 
Kitchens and bathrooms. 

Groundworks, landscaping and fencing. 
Interior and exterior painting and decorating.                                                                               

Call Steve on 07778743698 
email: elmtreehomes@hotmail.co.uk 
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Chris Francis Electrical Services 
 

Friendly,  Reliable,  Local Electrician 
 

Part P Registered and Insured 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Competitive Prices 
 

All electrical aspects covered 
———————————————- 

TEL: 01823 765007 
MOB: 07989 396455 

www.chrisfranciselectrical.co.uk 
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Julian Ackland Building Services 
Established 30 Years (The Best in the West). 

 

Extensions.  Renovations and Alterations, Stonework 
Roofing. Digger work. Block Paving. Patios. 

 

No job too big or too small. 
 

Free estimates. Fully insured. Very competitive rates. 
 

Call Julian Tel: 01823 254781  Mob: 07966510120 

FOXWELL WINDOW CLEANING 
 

Traditional window cleaner of domestic & commercial  
properties. 

 

Regular & reliable service. 
 

Also conservatories, fascias, gutters, sofits & patios cleaned 
 

Ring Nigel on 01823 461243 or 07814 435730 

R & D Electrical Solutions 

Electric Underfloor Heating.  Full/Partial Rewires 
Electric Showers. Low Energy Lighting. Security Lights 

Smoke Detectors. Consumer Unit Change 
Garden/Deck Lighting. Storage Heaters. BT Points 

Hobs & Ovens. Electric Heaters. Additional Sockets 
24 Hour Call Out Service 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FREE  ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 

 
Mobile: 07796 697275 
Office: 01823 338566 

office@randdelectrical.co.uk 
www.randdelectrical.co.uk                                                                                             

mailto:office@randdelectrical.co.uk
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The Second World War in Russian Memory 
 
The cost of the Great Patriotic War was huge. Roughly 27 million citizens of the 
Soviet Union died in the war, most of them between the ages of 18 and 45.  Dr 
Claire McCallum from the University of Exeter, explained that in the years 
immediately after 1945 the official narrative of the Second World War emphasised 
the leadership of Stalin and the communist party as the main reasons for Soviet 
success. 
 
However, with the death of Stalin in 1953, Khrushchev denounced Stalin, called for 
the rehabilitation of former disgraced soldiers and replaced Stalin with the people 
as the heroes of victory in 1945. Films and literature was now more realistic about 
the war. Yet, Brezhnev resurrected the initial view of the Great  Patriotic War. He 
was prepared to celebrate the war. 9 May 1945 became Victory Day and an 
occasion for a national holiday with military parades in Moscow. The war was 
elevated above that of the Revolution of 1917 as the most important event in 
Soviet history. Nonetheless, there was a shift in emphasis – the glory of war was 
downplayed and the importance of grief was recognised. This was reflected in the 
paintings of Moiseenko and Popkov but also the memorials that emerged in the 
period. Of special significance were the striking figure of Mother Russia at 
Stalingrad and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier (both 1967). Images of these 
memorials appeared on stamps and coins so people throughout the state could 
associate with them. Memorials of the grief of mothers for their lost sons gave 
people a chance to empathise with them physically, by touch and with lighting 
candles on them. With glasnost under Gorbachev the publication of previously 
censored texts, for example, Grossman’s ‘Life and Fate’ was allowed and discussion 
of taboo topics, such as collaboration, was possible. Opinion polls over the last 20 
years have consistently shown that almost 90% of the population regard victory in 
the Second World War as the event that makes them most proud of their country.  
 
Putin has exploited this as a way of unifying people and woven the myths of war 
with those of his leadership. For example, he associates himself closely with 
veterans and parades. He has also taken steps to inculcate the young with the 
same sense of pride with memory sessions in school, new texts on the war which 
stress the unity of purpose and exonerate Stalin’s policies. 
 
Note: last lecture Wednesday 4th March 2020                                                                          
Gemma Masson, University of Birmingham. The Sultan Trembles, the Janissary 
Frowns: Power Players in the Rulership and Succession in the Ottoman  Sultanate.  
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Another alphabet quiz for you 
 
First ten out of the hat win a New Year prize. Deadline for answers January 
17 2020, Editor’s decision is final. 
 

1.What’s the largest reptile in North America? A 
2.What’s the biggest animal in the world? B 
3.What’s the capital of Venezuela? C 
4.What’s the name of the headmaster of Hogwarts in the Harry Potter 

books? D 
5.North, South, _______, West, what’s missing? E 
6.Who was the lead singer of the band Queen? F 
7.What metal does the symbol Au represent on the periodic table? G 
8.Which characters in Greek mythology did 12 impossible tasks? H 
9.Tony Stark is the alter-ego of which superhero? I 
10.Which Italian football club based in Turin wears black and white 

stripes? J 
11.What’s the tallest mountain in Africa? K 
12.Which singer’s real name is Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta? L 
13.Oktober fest is a beer festival which happens in which European 

city? M 
14.Which tennis player won 9 French open titles between 2005 and 

2014? N 
15. Sea creature with 8 legs. O 
16.Who is the president of Russia? P 
17.What is the capital of Ecuador? Q 
18.Which famous singer from the Caribbean has the surname Fenty? R 
19.Which actress plays Bella Swan in the Twilight series?  S 
20.What historical region of Romania is considered the home of              

Dracula? T 
21.1930, what country hosted and won the first football world cup? U 
22.What’s the smallest country in the world? V 
23.What is the name of the cowboy in the Toy Story films? W 
24.Cyclops, Iceman and Wolverine are member of which superhero 

group? X 
25.What’s the name of New York’s most famous baseball team? Y 
26.What is the name of the scientific study of animals? Z 
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                                    Oven Angel 
 

Is your oven a devil to clean?... Then call in the Oven Angel. 
Friendly, reliable & professional lady. 

Qualified, Insured & CRB checked. 
All types of oven, hobs & extractors cleaned. No job too small. 

Tel: Caroline on 01278 450307 or 07977 051717 
Email: info@ovenangel.co.uk   website: www.ovenangel.co.uk 

                                                        
Ian Cooke 
Painter and Decorator   

                                            
All Aspects of Painting and 

Decorating                                                            

Over 30 years experience                                                                        

Free quotations                                                                               

Mobile: 07775647249                                                                               

Home: 01823 256169                                                    

Email: 

cookemanor5@gmail.com 

Tai Chi Qi Gong - for health and wellbeing  
Age UK Somerset is starting a fantastic new class in the Trident Centre,  Galmington 
Road on the 8th January. The class, which will run every Wednesday at 11am, teach-
es a simple form of Tai Chi, which is easy to learn – everyone is welcome. Qi Gong 
helps with balance, co-ordination, strength and breathing, it is calming for both 
mind and body. It can be done seated or standing, so is suitable for most people. 
No experience is necessary and there’s no need to book. You can just pop along 
and try it or call Julie Bolton at Age UK Somerset on 01823 345626 for more infor-
mation. Each session costs just £3.00. 
  

Email address for the   
G & C NEWS is 

   priscillaryan242@aol.com 
 

Please note that the deadline for 
articles and ads is 9am on the 
Friday (either the second or 
third Friday of the month). The 
deadline date is at the foot of 
the back page. Items sent after 
the deadline may not be 
included; dependent on 
available space. However,  
articles and adverts sent well 
before the deadline are               
assured of a place in the G&C 
News. 
 
Thank you for your help with 
this. 

mailto:info@ovenangel.co.uk
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WALKER ART GROUP - CAN WE GET A FEW 
MORE MEMBERS PLEASE? 

 
The Walker Art Group has enjoyed a very pleasant and productive Autumn 
Term.  Some members have been preparing designs for their Christmas 
cards.  
 
Walker Art Group is untutored.  We enjoy learning from each other in a 
friendly, informal atmosphere.  There are times when we work quietly        
together, and others when we have a bit of a chat. 
We could still do with a few new members.  So if you are interested, all you 
need to do is turn up with your chosen materials and an idea to get you 
started.  We welcome any level of experience  - there is no exam to be 
taken at the end of it! 
 
Walker Art Group meets on Tuesdays (approximately term-time) in the 
Walker Room at Comeytrowe Community Centre, between 2pm and 4pm.   
Our current charge is £20 per half-term. 
 
The new Spring Term starts on Tuesday, 7 January 2020 - perhaps we'll 
see you there. If you would like a quick a chat beforehand, feel free to ring 
me on 01823 277388. 

Lynne Nash 
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TAUNTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
December meeting 

Peterloo 
 
Very fortunate indeed were those who attended the December meeting of the 
Historical Association. Professor Robert Poole is, arguably, the world’s expert on 
the subject of the massacre at St Peter’s Field, Manchester, on 16 August 1819. 
There, 18 people were killed when a peaceful crowd of 40,000, attending a rally in 
support of parliamentary reform, were dispersed by force.  
 
To provide the context from which Peterloo emerged, the speaker first surveyed 
the history of radicalism in the North West, emphasising the effects of                     
industrialisation and the French Revolution. With the rejection of over 700            
petitions in 1817 asking for relief, the distressed had no option but to protest 
publicly. To help clarify the sequence of events, the speaker included a brilliant 
animation in his explanation of how local yeomanry and constables, as well as 
professional cavalry and infantry, acted so disastrously.  
 
The Home Office, under Lord Sidmouth, made it clear that they would support the 
use of force if it was necessary. The speaker emphasised the importance of John 
Tyas of The Times whose published report, accepted then as now as an objective 
account, makes clear that the responsibility for the massacre of           Peterloo lies 
with the authorities -local magistrates and forces of order and the Home Office.    
 
The next meeting is on 8 January 2020 at Queen’s College at 7.30 when              
Professor Kathleen Burk will talk about ‘The US and China: Has Trump Made a 
Difference’. Entry is £2 on the door. Contact G Bisson (01823 353749) for further 
details.    
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ADVERTISE in the  
Galmington & Comeytrowe News 

 

See back page for pricing 
information 
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ABC HARDER QUIZ 
(just for fun, answers next month) 

 
1.What is the largest state in the US by area? A 
2.What is the surname of celebrity children Brooklyn, Cruz, Harper and            

Romeo? B 
3.Which country has the world's longest coastline? C 
4.Who played Private Ryan in the 1998 film 'Saving Private Ryan'?  D 
5.Which Premier League football team plays home games at Goodison Park? E 
6.Former 'Nirvana' drummer Dave Grohl is the lead singer of what band? F 
7.What is Scotland's largest city? G 
8.Who won back-to-back Best Actor Oscars for 'Philadelphia' and 'Forrest 

Gump'? H 
9.Constantinople was a former name of what city? I 
10.The Wailing Wall or Western Wall is found in what city? J 
11.Uma Thurman plays 'The Bride' in which film series? K 
12.Riga is the capital city of what country? L 
13.Which country hosted the 1968 Summer Olympics and the 1970 Football 

World Cup? M 
14.Which chemist, famous for a series of prizes named after him, invented 

dynamite? N 
15.What is the capital city of Canada? O 
16.K is the chemical symbol for which element? P 
17.What is the capital of Ecuador? Q 
18.In the cartoon series, Wile E. Coyote attempted to catch which bird? R 
19.Which U.S. singer/songwriter is nicknamed 'The Boss'? S 
20.Shakespeare's plays were classified as 'comedies', 'histories' and... what? T 
21.What 2007 Rihanna song, featuring Jay-Z, topped the singles charts in the 

U.S. and U.K.? U 
22.Which conflict ended with the Fall of Saigon in 1975? V 
23.Which actress played Hermione Granger in the 'Harry Potter' films?  W 
24.What word is used for an intense dislike or fear of people from other coun-

tries? X 
25.In the 'Star Wars' films, Frank Oz provided the voice of what character? Y 

       26.Term for an undead creature originally from Haitian  creole? Z 
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BLUE PENGUIN  

Chartered Accountants 

 
Personal tax advice for family-run 

businesses and individuals. 
 

Monthly fees from £20 plus VAT 
 

peter@blue-penguin.co.uk 
 

Tel: 01823 335262 
Fax: Really?? 

 
Peter Watkins ACA AAT ATT 

 
 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE              
HAIRDRESSING 
In your own home 
Ladies and Gents 

Cuts, Blow-dries, Shampoo & Sets 
Perming and Colouring 

Call Katrina on 01823 351629 or  
07870 439312 
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Advertising in the Galmington and Comeytrowe 
News 

Small Ads 20p per word per month 
Whole Page: £40 per month 
Half Page: £20 per month 

Quarter page per month: £10 
Eighth page: £5 per month 

A 10% discount will be allowed on payments made 
for a year in advance 

Cheques should be made payable to ’Galmington 

and Comeytrowe News’.  

THE February 2020 ISSUE 
Published on: Friday 31st January 2020 

Copy must be with the Editor by 9am Friday 17th 
January 2020 

Editor: Mrs. P. M. Ryan, 12 Berwick Close. 01823 
288474 

Distribution: Mr. S. & Mrs. J. Rudd, 7 Comeytrowe 
Rise. 01823  252604 

Treasurer: Mrs. P. M. Ryan, 12 Berwick Close. 
01823 288474 

Printed by Zeralynx 01823 251888 

Galmington and Comeytrowe News: priscillaryan242@aol.com 
Comeytrowe Parish Council: www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk 

Bishop Henderson School: www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk 
St Michael’s Church Hall: Church Office Tel: 332371, Monday closed, Tuesday 9-30 
to 6-00, Wednesday 9-30 to 1-30, Thursday 9-30 to 1-30,Friday 9-30 to 12-30. Or by 

appointment. Susan Kaufman Church Administrator. 
 The Trident Hall & Play Area:  Pete Yeandle 01823 289791 

Comeytrowe Community Hall: Marian Hudd, 59 Somerset Avenue TA1 5HX   
07477912257 www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org 

 Police Community Support Contact: Tony Wearmouth PCSO 8413Aw047 
07889 655312 

MIKE ROGERS PLUMBING 
Installation and Repairs, Bathrooms, Showers, Kitchens, Ball Valves, Taps, Boiler Servicing and 

Central Heating, GAS Safe Registered Installer. Tel: (01823) 321470 
 

HAIR CARE 
Gill Hobbs - Mobile hairdresser. All ages Tel: 01823 480225 

  
KEATES - BUILDING MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Painting & Decorating - Paths - Patios - Fencing - Slate and Tile Roofing. 
Telephone 01823 275971 Mobile 07939 406099 

  
GAS FITTING and SERVICING 

by registered GAS SAFE installer.  Nick Keeble and Son, 36 Highfield, Taunton. Tel 289032 
  

T. ADAMS. Est 1965 Painter and Decorator. 
*Interiors only* Including wallpapering, coving, tiling etc. Mobile: 07593383376 Telephone: 

01823 618124 Email: trevoradams49@yahoo.co.uk 
 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
Richard Alderman. 6 Statham Grove, Galmington, Taunton. Phone 01823 289196 

Please be aware that the Galmington and Comeytrowe News  accepts ads in good faith. If 
you employ or use the services of those who advertise, please satisfy yourself as to their 

competence and certification. 

mailto:priscillaryan242@aol.com
http://www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk
http://www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk
http://www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org/

