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GALMINGTON & 
COMEYTROWE NEWS 

No.615 MARCH 2020 
 

 

FASHION SHOW 

Tuesday 31
st
 March at 7.30 p.m. 

(refreshments from 7 p.m.) 

At Comeytrowe Community Hall TA1 4TY 

Quality clothes at bargain prices! 

Tickets £5 from 01823 335303 

In aid of Cancer Research UK 
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News from the Pews  

LIFE IS STRANGE 

 
My better half tells me that I am ‘hooked on’, even addicted to ‘Life is Strange’. It’s fair 
to say that I have been found in the living room of the Vicarage, once the children are 
in bed, sitting in the dark, with my ‘noise cancelling’ headphones on, glued to a 
screen; biting my nails as I deliberate over a move or decision that I must make on 
behalf of the game’s protagonist ‘Max Caulfield’. I make the choices on my controller: 

⏺,  , ⏹ or ❎. 
Max has realised on a normal day, whilst sitting in a photography class that she has 
an ability to turn back time and also to sense the end of the world. Some decisions 
she makes are reversible and allow the player to continue the game; others, those 
denoted by the blue butterfly symbol, are irreversible and will have consequences far 
on in the story, but you don’t those consequences will be. 
The game begs the question, would you do things differently, if you could know the 
far off, seemingly unrelated, actions of your decisions as you take them? 
Understanding that all through life you are caused to take decisions in the moment. 
We’re approaching Easter, via Good Friday, and it’s a story of decisions and                
consequences: 
The Pharisees want Jesus dead, but how are they going to frame him? His friends 
are  
crucial in this. Judas betrays him, money for the poor or the life of his friend? The 
whole lot of the disciples fall asleep as Jesus prays, if one had stayed awake would 
the soldiers have crept into the garden undetected? Peter denies him and says he 
doesn’t know him, a decision he wasn’t proud of, that shapes his life.  

These choices are not so simple as a ⏺,  , ⏹ or ❎  .In the Easter story all of 

these choices lead Jesus to one place and one place only the ❎!  
But not there forever, his friends had no choice really, ‘cause God’s plan was that 
from the cross all choices led to hope and the resurrection, new life.  
All of those decisions made by Jesus friends, maybe especially Judas’ betrayal, 
simply illustrate our human need for help, and hope, leading to new life and the 
resurrection of Easter Day. Because of the choices made that first Easter, we are 
assured that as we move through life we are always covered by the hope first Easter 
too. 
As for me, I have stopped playing ‘Life is Strange’ for a while, it’s got to the 
concluding episode where all consequences will be laid bare and I’m nervous. We 
can’t stop life though, all we can hope is that like Max, we make the right choices in 
the moment. 
Justine 

Advance notice 

          ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

     Plant/Table Top Sale and Coffee Morning on                                     

SATURDAY 2ND May from 9.00am until 11.30am 

  For further details please contact Barbara or Mervyn on 323141 
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Children of Time – by Adrian Tchaikovsky 

If you’re not keen on spiders, then this book may not be for you. That said, I’m 
not overly keen on them myself and survived reading it. The story is set several 
hundred years into the future where, inevitably, humankind has screwed up 
the plant and has descended into chaos. A research project has been set up to 
terraform a planet, send down some monkeys and a virus that will enhance 
their development (essentially speeding up the evolution process, so that one 
day a human race will once again thrive on the planet). At the same time (ish), 
several thousand humans are put into a deep sleep on an ark space ship and 
sent off into the galaxy, so that they can awaken at some point in the future 
and find a new home amongst the stars.  
However, not everything goes according to plan… as instead of monkeys (and 
then humans) being the dominant species on the planet, due to a series of 
events, spiders (and ants to a degree) advance up the evolutionary scale           
instead.  
The book is written over about a thousand years, from the perspective of the 
spaceship crew, who keep waking up to deal with some emergency 
(mechanical issues, in-fighting, mutiny etc) and then being put back into deep 
sleep again and the spiders (obviously not the same spiders, but generations of 
the same family) and how they evolve, think, communicate, battle the ants and 
look out to  the stars at their god for answers (who happens to be a mad           
scientist in an orbiting spaceship). 
I really haven’t done the plot justice in this limited space, but if you’re into sci-fi 
stuff, then this is a must read. The book has won a few awards and has rave 
reviews on Amazon and Goodreads. It’ll take you a while to adjust to reading 
from the spiders’ perspective, but you soon get into it and the book deals with 
big, thought provoking issues such as god, religion, love, trust and destiny. It’s a 
mammoth read (around 9 hours, rather than the normal 5 or 6 for an average 
size book), but it’s well worth it and really makes you ponder and contemplate 
what we take for granted as the ‘norm’. 
 
Do you have a book that you’d like to recommend I read? Or do you disagree with any of my reviews? Or found 
an author you really like? Feel free to email me at jim.m.ryan.author@gmail.com 

IN the BOOK CORNER 

mailto:jim.m.ryan.author@gmail.com
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Taunton starts its own Repair Café 
 
What do you do with a broken toaster? Or with a chair when a leg has come loose? Or with 
a jumper full of moth holes? Toss it? No way! Taunton Transition Town is organizing the 
first Repair Café in Taunton on Saturday 18 April from 10am to 12 noon. 
 
At the Glass Box at the front of the library in Paul Street, on 18 April everything centres on 
making repairs. Starting from 10am and ending at 12 noon, various repair volunteers will be 
available: electricians, seamstresses, a computer specialist and people willing to tackle 
repairing most things, all free of charge. Tools and materials will also be on hand. People 
visiting the Repair Café will bring along their broken items from home: toasters, lamps, hair 
dryers, clothes, toys, crockery... anything that is broken is welcome. And can more than likely 
be repaired. The specialists in Repair Café almost always have the know-how. 
 
By promoting repairs, Taunton Transition Town wants to help reduce mountains of waste.  
We throw away piles of stuff, even things which practically have nothing wrong with them, 
and which could easily be used again after a simple repair. Unfortunately, many people have 
forgotten that they can repair things themselves or they no longer know how. Repair Café 
wants to change all that. 
 
Repair Café is also meant to put neighbours in touch with each other in a new way. And to 
discover that a lot of know-how and practical skills can be found close to home. If you repair 
a bike, a CD player or a pair of trousers together with a previously unfamiliar neighbour, you 
look at that person in a different light the next time you run into them on the street. Jointly 
making repairs can lead to pleasant contacts in the neighbourhood. 
 
Repairs can save money and resources, and can help minimize CO2 emissions. But above all, 
Repair Café just wants to show how much fun repairing things can be, and how easy it often 
is. Why don’t you give it a go? 
 
If you have a skill that you are willing to share for free, or if you would like to help with the 
running of the repair café, please get in touch with the organizers at 
tauntontransition5@gmail.com  
 
Repair Café Foundation 
The Repair Café concept arose in Amsterdam, where the Repair Café Foundation (see 
www.repaircafe.nl) has regularly been organizing gatherings since 2010. Since January 2011, 
the foundation has provided support to local groups in and outside the Netherlands wishing 
to start their own Repair Café.  

mailto:tauntontransition5@gmail.com
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The email address for the          
G & C NEWS is :-                                                                      
priscillaryan242@aol.com  
                                      
Please note that the deadline 
for articles and ads is 9am 
on the Friday (either the  
second or third Friday of the 
month). The exact deadline 
date is at the foot of the 
back page. Items sent after 
the deadline may not be           
included; dependent on  
available space. However, 
articles and adverts sent 
well before the deadline are            
assured of a place in the 
G&C News.                         
 
Thank you for your help with this. 



7 

Have your say about providing care closer to home in Somerset 
 

Health and care services in Somerset are running an engagement 
programme to gather feedback from local people about providing 
care closer to home. 
  
Health and care services in Somerset aim to support people to live 
independent, healthier lives by having the right services in the right 
place for their needs, available at the right time and delivered by the 
right people. The engagement  programme runs until 12 April 2020.  
  
Everyone who lives and works in Somerset is invited to join in, think 
about and help shape a new way of providing services which is, where 
practical, closer to where they live, supports independence and 
maintains health. Everyone’s input, ideas and suggestions are vital to 
helping them make sure that we have the right services in the right 
place. 
  
The engagement document shares with everyone the reasons why 
current services need to change and the challenges faced in 
continuing to run them. 
  
Using all the feedback received, a number of ways that health and 
care services could be delivered differently will be developed. There 
will be public consultation about these potential options in the future. 
  
Health and care services would like to know what you think about 
their ideas so far and get your feedback. You can read the full 
engagement document on their website at 
www.fitformyfuture.org.uk or contact them by email 
somccg.fitformyfuture@nhs.net or telephone 01935 384119. 

  

http://www.fitformyfuture.org.uk/
mailto:somccg.fitformyfuture@nhs.net
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KINGPIN GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
  

Plus Patio Cleaning 
  

Chainsaw Qualified 
  

Lawn and Hedge Cutting 
  

Fence Painting etc 
  

Affordable Prices All Year Round. Fully Insured 
  

Over 25 Years Experience 
  

Charlie Mobile 07719337123 Home 01823 334592 
Email: charlie.kingpin@yahoo.co.uk 
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J Warman Carpentry & 
 

Property Maintenance 
 

Doors, skirtings, built in cupboards 
 

etc. 
 

Tel: 01823 254040 
 

Mobile: 07734307887 
 

Local friendly service by 25 years 
experienced & qualified carpenter. 

Small jobs welcome. 

Ltd. 

 TURNERS PHYSIO   
 

INJURY & SPORTS THERAPY   
         CLINIC (est 2002)  

 
•   Back Pain/Injury  
•   Shoulder & neck pain  
•   Muscular strains/sprains  
•   Nerve pain/Sciatica  
 
    CALL KEVIN:  07746 727736  
EMAIL:  turnersclinic@gmail.com  

MISTY / FOGGY UNIT 
 

Dodhill Corner,  
Kingston Road, Taunton TA2 8AT 

Tel 01823 451740 & Fax 01823 451719 
www.galmingtonglass.co.uk 

REPLACEMENT               
SERVICE 

FOR YOUR 
GLASS &  GLAZING 
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Chris Francis Electrical Services 
 

Friendly,  Reliable,  Local Electrician 
 

Part P Registered and Insured 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Competitive Prices 
 

All electrical aspects covered 
———————————————- 

TEL: 01823 765007 
MOB: 07989 396455 

www.chrisfranciselectrical.co.uk 
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The Second World War in Russian Memory 
 
The cost of the Great Patriotic War was huge. Roughly 27 million citizens of the 
Soviet Union died in the war, most of them between the ages of 18 and 45. 
 
Dr Claire McCallum from the University of Exeter, explained that in the years 
immediately after 1945 the official narrative of the Second World War emphasised 
the leadership of Stalin and the communist party as the main reasons for Soviet 
success. 
 
However, with the death of Stalin in 1953, Khrushchev denounced Stalin, called for 
the rehabilitation of former disgraced soldiers and replaced Stalin with the people 
as the heroes of victory in 1945. Films and literature was now more realistic about 
the war. Yet, Brezhnev resurrected the initial view of the Great Patriotic War. He 
was prepared to celebrate the war. 9 May 1945 became Victory Day and an 
occasion for a national holiday with military parades in Moscow. The war was 
elevated above that of the Revolution of 1917 as the most important event in 
Soviet history. Nonetheless, there was a shift in emphasis – the glory of war was 
downplayed and the importance of grief was recognised. This was reflected in the 
paintings of Moiseenko and Popkov but also the memorials that emerged in the 
period. Of special significance were the striking figure of Mother Russia at 
Stalingrad and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier (both 1967). Images of these 
memorials appeared on stamps and coins so people throughout the state could 
associate with them. Memorials of the grief of mothers for their lost sons gave 
people a chance to empathise with them physically, by touch and with lighting 
candles on them. With glasnost under Gorbachev the publication of previously 
censored texts, for example, Grossman’s ‘Life and Fate’ was allowed and discussion 
of taboo topics, such as collaboration, was possible. 
 
Opinion polls over the last 20 years have consistently shown that almost 90% of the 
population regard victory in the Second World War as the event that makes them 
most proud of their country. Putin has exploited this as a way of unifying people 
and woven the myths of war with those of his leadership. For example, he 
associates himself closely with veterans and parades. He has also taken steps to 
inculcate the young with the same sense of pride with memory sessions in school, 
new texts on the war which stress the unity of purpose and exonerate Stalin’s 
policies. 
 
Note: last lecture 4th March    Gemma Masson  The Sultan Trembles, the Janissary Frowns: Power 
Players in the Rulership and Succession in the Ottoman Sultanate 
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Advanced Drivers Association - Somerset 

So, you passed your driving test a zillion years ago, and have never had your driving assessed 
by a qualified or competent person since ? Whether your  driving test was a long time ago or 
in more recent times, have you not experienced moments when you would simply like 
‘somebody’ who is actually qualified, to take a look at the way you drive these days and 
provide a balanced and qualified assessment ?  Look, you do NOT have to go to a 
Government Approved Driving Instructor to be assessed.  Perhaps you’ve thought about it 
and did not like the thought of sitting in a  driving school car again, with the  feeling that you 
are ‘going back to Junior School’.  Maybe you were anxious that one of your neighbours 
might see you in a driving school car and think you have been sent to the ‘naughty 
step’.  Fear not ! 

The ‘Advanced Drivers Association – Somerset’ (ADAS) is a group of highly trained and 
qualified motorists based in Taunton and surrounding area, totally committed to raising the 
standard of driving on British roads in general, and Somerset in particular. Our  
members have a passion for promoting better driving standards in our community.  We are a 
membership-only group, ‘run by members for members’ and offer a range of fully supported 
driver development opportunities, eg confidence building sessions and/or advanced driver 
training. 

Our team of friendly (volunteer) trainers will support you in achieving your goals at  whatever 
level of driving you would like to reach – IN YOUR OWN CAR. This may be simply improving 
your parking, becoming a more economic  driver - or going 'all out' for your advanced driving 
award.  We have regular meetings at a lovely Taunton hotel, as well as training days if you 
wish to come along and take part.  Members receive full web-site access, where you can test   
yourself on our fun quizzes, watch videos, download information and chat with other 
members through our forum.  After you have paid your joining fee, your tuition is FREE OF 
CHARGE !!  

We are enormously proud that our membership includes an NHS Ambulance Service Driver 
Trainer, a Police Driver Trainer, two members have experience in driver training across the 
Middle East, two members hold a Diploma in Advanced Driving Instruction, our Principal 
Driving Examiner is a retired Police (Royalty and Diplomatic Protection) Officer, a number of 
members are local Driving Instructors and we have a locally retired Police Officer amongst 
us.  Our members just enjoy driving and wish to improve themselves at the wheel for a 
variety of reasons. If you wish to ‘get out and enjoy yourself’ at the wheel with one of our 
dedicated, advanced driver trainers, you can begin the process by following this link https://
adas.org.uk/ on the internet - or leaving your details and expression of interest on 07906 
217954 (leave a message and we will return your call). 

Stephen J. Scott-Davies MARRM  
Immediate Past President ADAS 
Association of Road Risk Management 

https://adas.org.uk/
https://adas.org.uk/
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Julian Ackland Building Services 
Established 30 Years (The Best in the West). 

 

Extensions.  Renovations and Alterations, Stonework 
Roofing. Digger work. Block Paving. Patios. 

 

No job too big or too small. 
 

Free estimates. Fully insured. Very competitive rates. 
 

Call Julian Tel: 01823 254781  Mob: 07966510120 

FOXWELL WINDOW CLEANING 
 

Traditional window cleaner of domestic & commercial  
properties. 

 

Regular & reliable service. 
 

Also conservatories, fascias, gutters, sofits & patios cleaned 
 

Ring Nigel on 01823 461243 or 07814 435730 

R & D Electrical Solutions 

Electric Underfloor Heating.  Full/Partial Rewires 
Electric Showers. Low Energy Lighting. Security Lights 

Smoke Detectors. Consumer Unit Change 
Garden/Deck Lighting. Storage Heaters. BT Points 

Hobs & Ovens. Electric Heaters. Additional Sockets 
24 Hour Call Out Service 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FREE  ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 

 
Mobile: 07796 697275 
Office: 01823 338566 

office@randdelectrical.co.uk 
www.randdelectrical.co.uk                                                                                             

mailto:office@randdelectrical.co.uk
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                                    Oven Angel 
 

Is your oven a devil to clean?... Then call in the Oven Angel. 
Friendly, reliable & professional lady. 

Qualified, Insured & CRB checked. 
All types of oven, hobs & extractors cleaned. No job too small. 

Tel: Caroline on 01278 450307 or 07977 051717 
Email: info@ovenangel.co.uk   website: www.ovenangel.co.uk 

                                                        
Ian Cooke 
Painter and Decorator   

                                            
All Aspects of Painting and 

Decorating                                                            

Over 30 years experience                                                                        

Free quotations                                                                               

Mobile: 07775647249                                                                               

Home: 01823 256169                                                    

Email: 

cookemanor5@gmail.com 

 

Reminder                                                     

The Friends of Comeytrowe Park           
Quiz Night and Raffle 

Saturday March 28th 2020 7.30pm 

Comeytrowe Community Hall 
Tickets £7.50  from Tim Curtis, 07850116360 

email: tim_curtis8@aol.com                                             

We look forward to seeing you! 

mailto:info@ovenangel.co.uk
mailto:tim_curtis8@aol.com
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ELM TREE HOMES (SOUTH WEST) LTD                                              

BUILDING CONTRACTORS  
 

 All aspects of building work undertaken in and around Taunton for the last 25 
years offering the highest quality workmanship. 

Friendly, family business. 
Fully insured. 

Registered waste carrier. 
Members of the Federation of Master Builders.  

  
Extensions, full renovations and new builds a specialty. 
New windows, fascias and soffits supplied and fitted. 

Interior and exterior door replacement. 
Kitchens and bathrooms. 

Groundworks, landscaping and fencing. 
Interior and exterior painting and decorating.                                                                               

Call Steve on 07778743698 
email: elmtreehomes@hotmail.co.uk 
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BLUE PENGUIN 

Chartered Accountants 

 
Personal tax advice for family-run 

businesses and individuals. 
 

Monthly fees from £20 plus VAT 
 

peter@blue-penguin.co.uk 
 

Tel: 01823 335262 
Fax: Really?? 

 
Peter Watkins ACA AAT ATT 

 
 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE              
HAIRDRESSING 
In your own home 
Ladies and Gents 

Cuts, Blow-dries, Shampoo & Sets 
Perming and Colouring 

Call Katrina on 01823 351629 or  
07870 439312 
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Advertising in the Galmington and Comeytrowe 
News 

Small Ads 20p per word per month 
Whole Page: £40 per month 
Half Page: £20 per month 

Quarter page per month: £10 
Eighth page: £5 per month 

A 10% discount will be allowed on payments made 
for a year in advance 

Cheques should be made payable to ’Galmington 

and Comeytrowe News’.  

THE APRIL 2020 ISSUE 
Published on: Friday 3rd April 2020 

Copy must be with the Editor by 9am Friday 20th 
March 2020 

Editor: Mrs. P. M. Ryan, 12 Berwick Close. 01823 
288474 

Distribution: Mr. S. & Mrs. J. Rudd, 7 Comeytrowe 
Rise. 01823  252604 

Treasurer: Mrs. P. M. Ryan, 12 Berwick Close. 
01823 288474 

Printed by Zeralynx 01823 251888 

Galmington and Comeytrowe News: priscillaryan242@aol.com 
Comeytrowe Parish Council: www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk 

Bishop Henderson School: www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk 
St Michael’s Church Hall: Church Office Tel: 332371, Monday closed, Tuesday 9-30 
to 6-00, Wednesday 9-30 to 1-30, Thursday 9-30 to 1-30,Friday 9-30 to 12-30. Or by 

appointment. Susan Kaufman Church Administrator. 
 The Trident Hall & Play Area:  Pete Yeandle 01823 289791 

Comeytrowe Community Hall: Marian Hudd, 59 Somerset Avenue TA1 5HX   
07477912257 www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org 

 Police Community Support Contact: Tony Wearmouth PCSO 8413Aw047 
07889 655312 

MIKE ROGERS PLUMBING 
Installation and Repairs, Bathrooms, Showers, Kitchens, Ball Valves, Taps, Boiler Servicing 

and Central Heating, GAS Safe Registered Installer. Tel: (01823) 321470 
 

HAIR CARE 
Gill Hobbs - Mobile hairdresser. All ages Tel: 01823 480225 

  
KEATES - BUILDING MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Painting & Decorating - Paths - Patios - Fencing - Slate and Tile Roofing. 
Telephone 01823 275971 Mobile 07939 406099 

  
GAS FITTING and SERVICING 

by registered GAS SAFE installer.  
Nick Keeble and Son, 36 Highfield, Taunton. Tel 289032 

  
PAINTING & DECORATING 

Richard Alderman. 
6 Statham Grove, Galmington, Taunton. 

Phone 01823 289196 

Please be aware that the Galmington and Comeytrowe News  accepts ads in good 
faith. If you employ or use the services of those who advertise, please satisfy your-

self as to their competence and certification. 

mailto:priscillaryan242@aol.com
http://www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk
http://www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk
http://www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org/

