
1 

GALMINGTON & 
COMEYTROWE NEWS 

No.622 December 2020   

 Wishing Everyone a Happy 
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News from the Pews 
With Reverend Justine 

Christmas is coming. 

Christmas is coming, 

The goose is getting fat, 

Please put a penny in the old man’s hat… 

Christmas is coming.  

That is sure and certain. 

And the fact is that for many of us it isn’t going to look like Christmas as we know it. 

So what to do in these circumstances?  

Pare it back, is all I can think of and believe me, I have been thinking about it a lot. 

So what are the basics, that we require to make it feel like Christmas. 

1. Light up the world a bit – Decorate early. I know I shall pay for it in ridicule, but our tree 
went up this year on November 16th! I want to be reminded of the star, that lit up the 
sky above Bethlehem that first Christmas day. We have been creating window nativities 
at Bishop Henderson School, to light up our community over the Christmas period. 
Keep an eye out for a candle in the window, showing up the children’s crib scenes. 

2. Communicate with each other. Use the skills that we built or rebuilt during lockdown of 
communication; by phone and zoom and chatting on the street corner! Look out for 
those around you, who are most in need of your time. It makes me think of the Angel’s 
telling out God’s message of love, in a manger. 

3. Give small gifts from the heart - We like to give gifts, it doesn’t need to big or showy, it 
just needs to come with love. Gifts to family and friends, but also as the old nursery 
rhyme above suggests, a gift to someone in need. Someone or an organisation the 
represents someone with finding life harder than us. Remember the shepherds came 
with all that they had to the baby in the stable; with their adoration and their love. 

4. And finally hope. This Christmas we pray and long for hope to be restored in our world, 
our land, our community… Let it begin with us. 

So may the joy of the angels, the love of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Mary and Joseph and the peace of the Christ Child be yours this Christmas. 

Much love and Glad tidings, 

Revd Justine x 

Notices 
There is a community book swap stall outside the main door of the church, with puzzles, CDs 
and books - please come along and have a look.  

There are also boxes for donations for the Foodbanks for both people and pets, which are  
collected daily by a volunteer from Galmington and Comeytrowe Coronavirus Support 
Group.  
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 
GALMINGTON & COMEYTROWE 2020 
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* 2 Bed Flat Now Available to Rent * 
*Contact 01823 257819 for more information or to apply* 
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IN the BOOK CORNER 

With Jim 

Here to Stay – Mark Edwards 
 

I quite often wake up early in the morning, or can’t sleep at night, so I like to make sure that 
as well as a stack of good paperbacks, I also have my trusty Kindle to hand (so I can read in 
the dark). That said, trying to choose a book to download and read presents me with the 
same problem as 21st century television – what to decide on. Also, what does annoy me is 
that a lot of the categories (psychological, thriller, British detectives) all have the same books 
in each. Yeah, I know, I am turning into Victor Meldrew. 

Anyway, I decided on this book as it had 4.5 stars and had been reviewed by nearly 5000 
people. Surely that many bookworms can’t be wrong? And I am pleased to say that they’re 
not! 

Elliot is a science teacher who hasn’t had much luck in life. When he meets a beautiful, 
intelligent and mysterious girl called Gemma he quickly falls in love and after a whirlwind 
romance they get married. Skip forward a couple of months, and she gets an unexpected 
email from her parents (who Elliot hasn’t met as they were living in France) asking if they 
can stay for a couple of weeks, as they’re moving back to the UK and haven’t yet found a 
place to live. Of course, Elliot agrees – how bad could it be having your in-laws stay with you 
for a couple of weeks? The answer is very.  

At first they seem ok – yes, perhaps a bit loud and a touch inconsiderate, but hey – it’s only 
for 2 weeks isn’t it?  Wrong. They quickly turn into the house guests from hell, refusing to 
move out, cigarette burns on the sofa, expensive bottles of wine going missing, furniture 
being replaced and Elliot’s cat going missing. Also, there’s Gemma’s strange sister who won’t 
leave her room and seems very withdrawn. Concerned for her safety, Elliot asks his next-
door neighbour (a retired doctor) to check she’s ok – which his in-laws are not best pleased 
about.  

When Elliot’s beloved neighbours are discovered brutally murdered, and his father-in-law 
seems very blasé about it, Elliot starts to wonder if he might have something to do with it? 
Since they’ve moved in, his new wife appears to be frightened of her parents and has 
started drinking heavily and isn’t herself anymore. After Elliot confronts his father-in-law and 
asks him to leave things take a sudden turn for the worse – Elliot is arrested by the police on 
suspicion of inappropriately touching one of his pupils. How is he going to get out of this 
situation, and how is he going to get rid of the in-laws from hell? 

I really enjoyed this book, it is a real page turner and having had a few unwanted 
houseguests myself over the years (none of which were family I hasten to add), I related to 
his situation and the dilemma he was faced with. It is full of intrigue and action, and 
although there are a few far-fetched elements, this didn’t detract from the overall story. 
Definitely worth a read if you like thrillers (it’s about £3 on Amazon if I remember correctly). 
Hope you enjoy! 
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Julian Ackland Building Services 
Established 30 Years (The Best in the West). 

 

Extensions.  Renovations and Alterations, Stonework 
Roofing. Digger work. Block Paving. Patios. 

 

No job too big or too small. 
 

Free estimates. Fully insured. Very competitive rates. 
 

Call Julian Tel: 01823 254781  Mob: 07966510120 

FOXWELL WINDOW CLEANING 
 

Traditional and water fed pole system cleaning service. 
Domestic and commercial properties, cleaned inside and out. 

All window sills and frames wiped. 
Regular, reliable, high quality service to suit your needs 

Also conservatory roofs, fascias, soffits gutters and patios. 
We clear and unblock gutters too. 

 

 

Ring Nigel on 01823 461243 or 07814 435730 

R & D Electrical Solutions 

Electric Underfloor Heating.  Full/Partial Rewires 
Electric Showers. Low Energy Lighting. Security Lights 

Smoke Detectors. Consumer Unit Change 
Garden/Deck Lighting. Storage Heaters. BT Points 

Hobs & Ovens. Electric Heaters. Additional Sockets 
24 Hour Call Out Service 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FREE  ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 

 
Mobile: 07796 697275 
Office: 01823 338566 

office@randdelectrical.co.uk 
www.randdelectrical.co.uk 

mailto:office@randdelectrical.co.uk
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Local History 
with Nick Chipchase 

 

Galmington Winter 1947. 

1947 was a notable year for two reasons. Firstly it was the year that I was born, and 
secondly, early 1947 brought one of the harshest winters in the UK for decades. In January 
temperatures went as low as minus 21 degrees C. in places. In February some areas had 
snow on 26 days out of 28. Many villages were cut off. Coal supplies were affected and 
factories forced to close. Millions were unable to work. Even TV services had to be 
suspended. March saw some of the worst blizzards ending in the wettest March for 300 
years. Widespread flooding then became a problem. 

This image is a painting by Mr Fouracre. If you stand outside the Shepherd's Rest and look 
along Galmington Road you will get the same view. The gable end and tall chimney are still 
there at the entrance to Galmington Lane. That lane formed the only road route down to the 
ford at Ramshorn Bridge. Also in this view is Penny's Farm from where two footpaths lead to 
Wild Oak Lane and Hoveland Farm close to where the chip shop is now. Galmington was a 
fairly quiet place back then but got subsumed by the expansion of Taunton, with 2,000 more 
houses to come stretching onward from Rumwell to Trull. A hundred years ago Taunton 
ended at Park Street. Well, I suppose you could say that at least the weather has improved. 
( we shall see ). 

Nick Chipchase. 
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Ian Cooke 
Painter and Decorator   

 

All Aspects of Painting and 

Decorating 

Over 30 years experience 

Free quotations 

Mobile: 07775647249 

Home: 01823 256169 

Email: 

cookemanor5@gmail.com 

SILVER BIRCH GARDEN  
SERVICES 

(established 1995) 

 

• Lawn Mowing 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Planting 

• Turfing 

• Pruning 

 

Professional service 

References available 

Call Nick on 07535498529 

 
Your 1/8 Page Advert Here 

Only £5 a month 
Hand-delivered 

to almost 3000 homes. 
 

Hello@GCNews.co.uk 
01823 288474 

Would you like to advertise in the 
‘Wilstock & Stockmoor News’? 

 
Hand-delivered to 2000 homes. 

 
Hello@ws-news.co.uk 

07940 103112 
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Mistletoe 
On one of my daily walks around Galmington with my two dogs I saw what looked like giant 
nests in the trees by the stream. The nests are there all year round but Autumnal leaf-fall 
reveals them. Of course, when you look closely you can see that it is mistletoe. Mistletoe 
with its connections with myth and magic and the ancient past. Mistletoe which we 
associate with love and affection. I guess we have all kissed someone special under the 
mistletoe at Christmastime. 

Mistletoe is also a symbol for peace, rebirth, healing, protection, friendship, and unification.  

Mistletoe is a parasitic plant that lives off the nutrients and water from a host tree. Although 
it is parasitic, it will not kill the host tree but can weaken it. 

The berries are often spread by birds from one tree to another, and this is how the large 
rounded clumps of mistletoe form in tree branches. 

The most common host tree in the UK is apple, but poplar and lime are also frequent hosts.  

Grow Your Own 

1. Harvest the berries in March or April.  

2. Choose a suitable tree in your garden.  

3. The branch where you are going to sow the seeds should be 10cm or more in  
circumference and reasonably high up to receive sufficient light.  

4. Insert the mistletoe berry into a crevice in the bark—first removing the fleshy white 
part.  

5. Sow several seeds for success and then wait patiently for them to germinate and grow. 
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J Warman Carpentry & 
Property Maintenance 

 

Doors, skirtings, built in cupboards 
 

etc. 
 

Tel: 01823 254040 
 

Mobile: 07734307887 
 

Local friendly service by 25 years 
experienced & qualified carpenter. 

Small jobs welcome. 

Ltd. 

 TURNERS PHYSIO 
 

INJURY & SPORTS THERAPY   
         CLINIC (est 2002)  

 
•   Back Pain/Injury  
•   Shoulder & neck pain  
•   Muscular strains/sprains  
•   Nerve pain/Sciatica  
 
    CALL KEVIN:  07746 727736  
EMAIL:  turnersclinic@gmail.com  

MISTY / FOGGY UNIT 
 

Dodhill Corner,  
Kingston Road, Taunton TA2 8AT 

Tel 01823 451740 & Fax 01823 451719 
www.galmingtonglass.co.uk 

REPLACEMENT               
SERVICE 

FOR YOUR 
GLASS &  GLAZING 
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Celestial Events in December 
December 13, 14 - Geminids Meteor Shower. The Geminids is the king of the meteor 
showers. It is considered by many to be the best shower in the heavens, producing up to 120 
multi-coloured meteors per hour at its peak. It is produced by debris left behind by an 
asteroid known as 3200 Phaethon, which was discovered in 1982. The shower runs annually 
from December 7-17. It peaks this year on the night of the 13th and morning of the 14th. 
The morning of the 15th could also be nearly as active this year. The nearly new moon will 
ensure dark skies for what should be an excellent show. Best viewing will be from a dark 
location after midnight. Meteors will radiate from the constellation Gemini, but can appear 
anywhere in the sky. 

December 14 - New Moon. The Moon will located on the same side of the Earth as the Sun 
and will not be visible in the night sky. This phase occurs at 16:18 UTC. This is the best time 
of the month to observe faint objects such as galaxies and star clusters because there is no 
moonlight to interfere. 

December 14 - Total Solar Eclipse. A total solar eclipse occurs when the moon completely 
blocks the Sun, revealing the Sun's beautiful outer atmosphere known as the corona. The 
path of totality will only be visible in parts of southern Chile and southern Argentina. A 
partial eclipse will be visible in most parts of southern South America, the south-eastern 
Pacific Ocean and the southern Atlantic Ocean. 

December 21 - December Solstice. The December solstice occurs at 10:02 UTC. The South 
Pole of the earth will be tilted toward the Sun, which will have reached its southernmost 
position in the sky and will be directly over the Tropic of Capricorn at 23.44 degrees south 
latitude. This is the first day of winter (winter solstice) in the Northern Hemisphere and the 
first day of summer (summer solstice) in the Southern Hemisphere. 

December 21 - Rare Conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn. A conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn 
will take place on December 21. This rare conjunction of these two planets is known as a 
great conjunction. The last great conjunction occurred in the year 2000. The two bright 
planets will appear only 7 arc minutes of each other in the night sky. They will be so close 
that they will appear to make a bright double planet. Look to the west just after sunset for 
this impressive and rare planetary pair. 

December 21, 22 - Ursids Meteor Shower. The Ursids is a minor meteor shower producing 
about 5-10 meteors per hour. It is produced by dust grains left behind by comet Tuttle, 
which was first discovered in 1790. The shower runs annually from December 17-25. It peaks 
this year on the the night of the 21st and morning of the 22nd. The first quarter moon 
should set just after midnight leaving dark skies for what could be a good show. Best viewing 
will be just after midnight from a dark location far away from city lights. Meteors will radiate 
from the constellation Ursa Minor, but can appear anywhere in the sky. 

December 30 - Full Moon. The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the 
Sun and its face will be will be fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 03:30 UTC. This full 
moon was known by early Native American tribes as the Cold Moon because this is the time 
of year when the cold winter air settles in and the nights become long and dark. This moon 
has also been known as the Long Nights Moon and the Moon Before Yule. 
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HISTORY OF GALMINGTON 
A Felony 

This narrative continues with the story of the people of Galmington and Comeytrowe in the 
nineteenth century. All information that I have accessed is available at the Somerset 
Heritage Centre and the ancestry website. This article looks at the interactions between  
Dening family members, Susanna Franks and Anna Maria Stone. 

One of the first references to the Dening family is in 1834 when Eliezer Denning was 
recorded in the Poll Book of that year as the occupier of land in Comeytrowe. The census for 
1841 shows that 65-year-old Eliezer was living at Lower Comeytrowe; the amount of land he 
farmed at that time is not recorded. However a look at the circa 1840 Tythe map shows that 
Eliezer farmed land east of Comeytrowe Lane as far as where the Galmington Road is now 
and southwards towards the present day College Way. The land which Eliezer farmed was 
owned by Anna Maria Stone.  

So who was Anna Maria Stone? She lived most of her life in Budleigh Salterton, Devon and 
remained unmarried. As a single woman she would have had full control over her money, 
possessions and property. As a married woman all that she owned would become her 
husbands. Censuses from 1851 to 1881 each time record her as a landed proprietor. The 
censuses also show where and who she lived with.  

Anna Maria inherited the land in Comeytrowe and Galmington from her father Webb Stone, 
who left a long and detailed will. (Available on ancestry) 

She died in 1887 and her nephew retired Royal Navy captain Webb Elphinstone Elphinstone 
-Stone with Robert Walker were her executors. Her personal estate was worth £6213.8s 9d 

Life in Budleigh Salterton would have been very pleasant for Anna Maria. In the nineteenth 
century visiting the sea-side became a very popular and accessible activity with all levels of 
society. It’s easy to understand why Ann Maria would choose to live at Budleigh Salterton: it 
was a fashionable place and there was also her connection to the sea. Her father had been a 
sea captain as was her nephew and very possibly other male members of her family. 

 By 1851 Eliezer Dening had retired as a farmer but by then his 33-year-old son Benjamin 
Edwin was faming in Comeytrowe. The censuses 1861, 1871, 1881 record Benjamin Dening 
as  a farmer in Comeytrowe. He died on the 10th January 1890 having farmed the land for 
fifty or so years. At that point with no family member able to take on the farm it passed to a 
new tenant. Of Benjamin's two sons: Edwin was a  doctor and William was a farmer in 
Herefordshire 

Another family also living in the Galmington/Comeytrowe area was that of the Franks. The 
Franks make an appearance in the 1841 census, Charles the head of the family is 60, and an 
agricultural labourer, Susannah, his wife, is 55, and son Robert, a cordwainer, is recorded as 
over 20.A cordwainer was someone who made shoes from new leather as opposed to a 
cobbler who repaired old shoes. A few houses away is another son, John Franks aged 25 and 
also a cordwainer. John is with his wife Charlotte, 25, a shoe binder, and daughter five year 
old Louisa. John continued making shoes and after the loss of Charlotte he married again 
and has another three children, The 1851 census also shows that when Susannah was 
widowed sometime between 1841 and 1851 she went to live with son John.  
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The next bit of this story centres around Susannah Franks and Benjamin Edwin Dening. 

In 1842 Benjamin Edwin Dening gave evidence in a deposition at the Quarter Sessions. 
Susanna Franks was accused of stealing two pecks of apples the property of Eliezer Dening. 
A peck is about ten to twelve pounds (lbs) of apples or 32  medium sized apples.  (There 
are 2.2 lbs in a Kilogram). So, it seems Susanna  acquired 64 apples or thereabouts that 
were not hers. The deposition makes interesting reading and the original document is 
available at the Somerset Heritage Centre. 

Dening’s deposition is as follows: “My father Eliezer Dening has an orchard at Galmington 
in the parish of Wilton. The prisoner lives close by the orchard – on Tuesday 25th October 
about 12 0’clock I went to the said orchard and saw the  prisoner there under a tree. The 
ground in the orchard was thickly strewn with apples. I saw the prisoner picking up apples 
and putting them in her apron and she carried them and put them into a basket. I watched 
till she had filled the basket and she then carried them to the side of the orchard near her 
garden. She then picked up another apronful -she went towards her house but turned back 
as if alarmed and put the apples from her apron into her pockets – she went in – I watched 
about half an hour and then she came out and fetched the basketful and carried it into the 
house. I then followed her. 

I said, ‘I think you’ve got some of my apples.’ 

She said, ‘If you’ll believe me, I have not had an apple.’ 

I asked if she could give me leave to search the house- she said yes. I went into the pantry 
from which I had seen her come out when I entered the house. There I found the same 
basket of apples which I had seen her carry in, and also some apples in a bag. 

I said, ‘I shall go upstairs.’ 

She said nothing. I found apples in both bedrooms. The prisoner has two or three apple 
trees. I found the fruit of them in one place by themselves. All the rest of the apples in the 
house I believe to have been stolen from my father’s orchard – they corresponded  with 
the sorts growing in the orchard and are not such as she has been growing – there were 
two or three bags at least. The prisoner then began to carry out the apples, which I 
claimed, by the apronful to the heap in the orchard and threw them down, and begged me 
to forgive her. 

I had not said anything to induce her to confess. John Bord was with me when I followed 
her into the house.” 

Sworn before Justice of the Peace  W. Blake.    (John Bord was a farm labourer.) 

Susanna was found guilty of the theft of the apples and was sent to Wilton Gaol and then 
onto Ilchester gaol for one month of imprisonment with hard labour. 

The gaol books for Wilton and Ilchester give us some information about Susanna. She was 
5ft 1inch in height and had a fair complexion. She had hazel eyes and grey hair and a scar 
on her right thumb. She could read imperfectly and could not write. 

I could find no other mention of her in the gaol registers; perhaps the apple stealing was a 
first offence. Or perhaps the only time she had been caught with her neighbour’s apples in 
her pinny.  
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Tel: 01823 271 045 
Mobile: 07966 630 133 
Email: nmehrlich@btinternet.com 

| Plumbing & Heating 

| Gas Services 

| Kitchens 

| Bathrooms 

| Underfloor Heating 

| Powerflushing 
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Christmas Quiz 
1. What are the halls decked with in the well known Christmas carol? 

2. According to "O Come All Ye Faithful", what time was Jesus born? 

3. According to the carol, when did "Good King Wenceslas" look out? 

4. Which Christmas carol contains the words "Holy infant so tender and mild"? 

5. What are the cattle doing in "Away in a Manger"? 

6. "Adeste Fideles" is the tune to which Christmas carol? 

7. What are the Angel's harps made from in the carol "It Came Upon a Midnight Clear"? 

8. Which Christmas carol contains the line "O tidings of comfort and joy"? 

9. According to the Christmas carol, where did the ships come sailing in to? 

10. Which carol contains the chorus that starts "The rising of the sun, The running of the 
deer"? 

11. The carol "Silent Night" was written in which country? 

12. Which Christmas carol contains the following words "In fields where they lay keeping 
their sheep"? 

13. Which Christmas carol contains the following line "O sisters, too, how may we do, For 
to preserve this day"? 

14. Where did "Good King Wenceslas" rule? 

15. What Christmas Carol goes "a rum pum pum pum"? 

16. What time of day did the ships come sailing in according to the Christmas carol? 

17. Who wrote the well known tune to "Hark the Herald Angels Sing"? 

18. The singing of Christmas carols was banned in England in 1649, when was the ban lift-
ed? 

19. What was the poor man collecting in "Good King Wenceslas"? 

20. Which Christmas carol contains the line "Star of wonder, star of night"?  

(Answers on page 17) 
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BLUE PENGUIN 

Chartered Accountants 

Personal tax advice for family-run 
businesses and individuals. 

 
Monthly fees from £20 plus VAT 

 
peter@blue-penguin.co.uk 

 
Tel: 01823 335262 

Fax: Really?? 
 

Peter Watkins ACA AAT ATT 

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 
In your own home 
Ladies and Gents 

Cuts, Blow-dries, Shampoo & Sets 
Perming and Colouring 

 
Call Katrina on 01823 351629 

or 07870 439312 

Sally Koppa 
MSSCh Dip Pod Med MBChA 

 

CHIROPODIST 
Home Visiting Service 

 

Tel: 07837 729389 
 

Registered with the 
British Chiropody & Podiatry Association 
and Health & Care Professions Council 

Lee. J. Priddle 
Property 

Maintenance 

 
Qualified Carpenter 

(Over 25 Years Experience) 
 

Mobile: 07940 928939 
Office: 01823 618947 

info@leepriddle.co.uk 
www.leepriddle.co.uk 

Garden 
 

✓ Decking 

✓ Fencing 

✓ Trellis 

✓ Pergolas 

✓ Patios 

✓ Paths 

✓ Stone and 

Chipping 
 
 

Offering quality 
improvements in 

the home and 
garden 

Home 

 

✓ Door/frame 

replacements 

✓ Studwork 

✓ Flooring 

✓ Ceilings 

✓ Coving 

✓ Roof repairs 

✓ Guttering 

✓ Fascias 

✓ Interior/

exterior 
painting & 
decorating 

 

PROFESSIONAL FOOT TREATMENT 
IN YOUR OWN HOME 

Calluses, corns, ingrowing toenails, 
nail trimming cracked heels, rough/

dry skin and all general foot care 

Rachael Salter 

07969912080 
hamiltonholistics@gmail.com 
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December in Your Garden 
With Lily Summerleaze 

  
It might seem that in December there’s not a lot to do in the garden.  However, from 
November to March is the time to plant bare root raspberries. The plants are in the dormant 
stage during that period and can be removed from where they were growing to your plot 
with very little harm. 
 
A few things to remember! 
1.Prepare the ground before planting. Ensure that the soil 

is moisture retentive,  fertile, slightly acidic and weed 
free. 

2. Don’t plant the canes in soggy or chalky soils. 
3. Delay planting if ground is frozen or waterlogged. 
4. When the plants arrive at your home (either bought 

online or bought locally) and just before planting soak 
the roots for an  hour or two. If the raspberry canes have 
travelled through the postal system, they will benefit 
from that soaking. 

5. Plant in rows and use wire and posts to support them. 
6. Plant in North to South lines if possible as that stops them from shading each other. 
7. As raspberries are insect pollinated, they should be put in a sheltered part of the garden 

Avoid a windy site. 
8. When planting spread out the roots rather than crowding them all in together. And make 

sure the crown of the plants is two or three inches above the level of the ground. 
9. In the Spring add some granular fertilizer around the canes, at 35grams per square metre. 

Then add a mulch of garden compost around them to keep weeds suppressed. Avoid 
mushroom compost or very rich manure. 

10. Feed monthly with a liquid fertiliser during the growing season. 
11. When the raspberries have finished fruiting cut back the old canes to the ground, leaving 

the new growth ready for the following year. Choose six to eight strong canes per plant 
and cut back the rest. (This applies to summer  fruiting raspberries). Autumn fruiting 
raspberries need to be cut back to ground level in February.  

12.  There are lots and lots of lovely raspberry plants to choose from. Do a bit of        research 
first and then make your choice. (Yellow raspberries are delicious and you never see them 
in the supermarket. Try some!) 

  
Happy planting and a Happy Christmas from Lily Summerleaze 

Answers to Christmas Quiz 
1. Boughs of holly;  2. Morning; 3. On the Feast of Stephen; 4. Silent Night; 5. Lowing 
6. O Come All Ye Faithful;  7. Gold; 8. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen; 9. Bethlehem; 
10. The Holly and the Ivy; 11. Austria; 12. The First Noel; 13. Coventry Carol; 14. Bohemia; 
15. Little Drummer Boy; 16.  Morning; 17. Mendelssohn; 18. 1660; 17. Winter Fuel; 
20. We Three Kings 
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PAULINE’S PANTRY 

Festive Fudge 

 

A seasonal sweet treat from Pauline’s Pantry. 

You will need… 

• 250 gr dark chocolate 

• 250 gr smooth peanut butter 

• 125 gr coconut oil 

• 150 gr of icing sugar 

• Decorations of your choice  

 

What to do… 

1. Line a 20cm square tin (or similar dish) with baking paper or foil. 

2. Break the chocolate into squares and put in a heatproof bowl. 

3. Add the peanut butter. 

4. Add the coconut oil. 

5. Place the bowl over a saucepan of simmering water making sure the water does not 
touch the base of the bowl. 

6. Gently melt the chocolate, peanut butter and coconut oil, stirring frequently. 

7. When they are melted and completely combined remove the bowl from the heat and 
whisk in the icing sugar until you have a smooth mixture. 

8. Pour into the prepared tin. 

9. And now the fun begins……….. 

10. Decorate the fudge in your favourite way. 

11. For a sophisticated marbled effect, melt 6 squares of white chocolate in a bowl over hot 
water, spoon lines of lines of chocolate over the cooling fudge and use a cocktail stick 
or skewer to make swirling patterns. 

12. Or cover with icing sugar snow or sprinkle with edible glitter or  add cake decorations. 

13. Chill the fudge in the fridge for 2 hours. Cut into squares and store in the fridge to make 
sure it melts in your mouth and not in your hand. 

14. The fudge can be kept in the fridge for 2 weeks or in the freezer for 2 months. 

15. Enjoy! Or make an edible gift for your favourite person. 

RP 

Send in your pictures! 
 

Here at GCNews HQ we love getting your pictures. 
Send us your pudding pics! 

We’d also love to get you Christmas light, Christmas tree and Santa pics! 
We’ll put the pictures onto our Facebook page. 
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ELM TREE HOMES (SOUTH WEST) LTD 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS  
 

 All aspects of building work undertaken in and around Taunton for the last 
25 years offering the highest quality workmanship. 

Friendly, family business. 
Fully insured. 

Registered waste carrier. 
Members of the Federation of Master Builders.  

  
Extensions, full renovations and new builds a specialty. 
New windows, fascias and soffits supplied and fitted. 

Interior and exterior door replacement. 
Kitchens and bathrooms. 

Groundworks, landscaping and fencing. 
Interior and exterior painting and decorating.                                                                               

Call Steve on 07778743698 
email: elmtreehomes@hotmail.co.uk 

POND & 

GARDEN MEDIC 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
01823 336670 / 07759273866 
PONDMEDIC251@GMAIL.COM 

WATER FEATURES 
DECKING INSTALLATION 

HEDGE TRIMMING 
GRASS CUTTING 

PERGOLA ERECTING 

POND MAINTENANCE 
GARDEN RENOVATION 

PATIOO LAYING 
SHED BUILDS 

FENCE REPAIRS 
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Need a helping hand? 

Claire Rickson 
Call: 01823 431688  
Email: taunton@extra-help.co.uk 

• Cleaning & Tidying 

• Laundry & Ironing 

• Shopping errands 

• Meal preparation 

• Companionship 

• Light gardening 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS 
TINNED VEG, TINNED CUSTARD, 500G SUGAR, CHOCOLATES, TINNED 

RICE PUDDING, PULSES, PASTA ‘N’ SAUCES 

 
The Taunton Foodbank is located at Unit 4, Belvedere Trading Estate, Albemarle 
Road, Taunton, TA1 1BH. Please note that everyone who comes to the foodbank 

for emergency food needs to have a valid foodbank voucher. 
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Jokes 
1. What happened to the man who stole an Advent Calendar? He got 25 days! 
2. What kind of motorbike does Santa ride? A Holly Davidson! 
3. What did Santa do when he went speed dating? He pulled a cracker! 
4. Why was the turkey in the pop group? Because he was the only one with drumsticks! 
5. Why does Santa have three gardens? So he can ‘ho ho ho’! 
6. What is the best Christmas present in the world? A broken drum, you just can’t beat it! 

Suduko 

 0800 468 1982 
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Café now Open! 
Our Café is open and we’re looking forward to serving you 
a full English Breakfast! On our breakfast menu we’ve also 

got Baguettes, Sandwiches and toast served with your 
choice of Grilled Tomatoes, Mushrooms, Hash Brown, 

Baked Beans, Bacon, Sausage and Fried/Scrambled Egg. 
We also offer a lunch menu 

and a range of hot & cold drinks. 
 

Treat yourself, we think you deserve it. We’ll even give 
you 10% off your first order if you show us this advert. 

(Limit one discount per customer/purchase) 

Soft-Play now Open! 
Rope Bridge, Squeeze Through, Party Room, Baby 

Room, Football Pitch, Slides, large frame. 
The Madhouse soft play is ideal for children up to 9 
years old and has a separate baby area for babies 

and toddlers up to 18 months.  
 

**Advance Bookings Only** 
Book now to avoid disappointment! 

themadhouseshop.com  
01823 618 133 

 

We want you to have a safe and enjoyable time, we will 
be strictly following government guidance on cleaning. If 

you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. 

The MADhouse Taunton 

www.megansacademyofdance.co.uk 
01823 618 133 

We are situated just off Galmington Road. We have a good sized Café which is 
separate from the Soft Play and have accessible toilet facilities. Whether you 
want to come in and sit down for something to eat of take it with you, we ‘re 

happy to help with both! We look forward to seeing you soon!  
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Useful Contact details 
for emotional support 

 
Samaritans 116123 

www.mindinsomerset.org.uk 
Childline 0800 1111 

www.kooth.com 
Cruse Bereavement Care 0808 808 1677 

Enjoy a clean home 
without lifting a finger!  

  
A one off clean, regular housework or help with those jobs 

you keep putting off!!!!  
 

Call me for a fee  I am the BUSY BEE 
Debbie 07393543857 
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Your Community Newsletter 
Needs you! 

 
Please note that the deadline for articles 

and ads is 9am on the 13th November 
for inclusion in December’s issue. 

Items sent after the deadline 
will not be included.  

 
Articles and adverts sent well before the 

deadline are assured of a place in the 
G&C News. 

Thank you for your help with this. 
 

The email address for the G & C NEWS 
is: hello@gcnews.co.uk 

BUCKHURST ELECTRICS 
 

Local quality service, which you can rely on. 

All domestic electrical work undertaken, no job too small. 

Part ‘P’ compliant, approved contractor and fully insured. 

For any enquiries or quotes on any electrical work please 
get in touch with David Buckhurst   Tel: 07582498093 

E-mail: Buckhurst.Electrics@gmail.com 
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Your local, family run flooring specialists with over 40 years of trading and 
experience, offering the very best in customer service. 

Our helpful showroom team will be able to guide and support you 
through our vast range of options and products. 

From advice, through to measuring, supplying, and expert fitting, our aim 
is to provide you with the best service. 

Visit our showroom to view our extensive range of options. Samples 
available to take away. 

 
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton, TA2 6BJ 

Open Monday- Friday 9am- 5pm, Saturday 9am- 2pm 
01823 335952 or email lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com 

LES MARSH CARPETS 
Carpet – Karndean- Vinyl Experts 

mailto:lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com
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Chris Francis Electrical Services 
 

Friendly,  Reliable,  Local Electrician 
 

Part P Registered and Insured 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Competitive Prices 
 

All electrical aspects covered 
———————————————- 

TEL: 01823 765007 
MOB: 07989 396455 

www.chrisfranciselectrical.co.uk 

General Garden 
Maintenance 

 

✓ Lawn Mowing 
✓ Hedge Trimming 
✓ Planting 
✓ Pruning 
✓ Weeding 
✓ Tidying 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Call Stephen 

01823 334539 
Email: shrowell@gmail.com 

Landscaping & Garden Services 

• Garden Maintenance 

• Lawn & Hedge cutting 

• Patios / Paving 

• Fencing / Pergolas 

• Decking / Turfing 

• Ponds / Water Features 

 

Call Patrick on: 
01823 213316 

 

www.cutnocorners.com 
 

Fully Insured <> Registered Waste Carrier 
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Oven Angel 
 

Friendly, reliable and local professional. 
All types of oven, hob & extractor cleaned. 

Call for a free no obligation quote. 
Tel: Caroline on 01278 450307 or 07977 051717 

Email: info@ovenangel.co.uk   Website: www.ovenangel.co.uk 

KINGPIN GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
  

Plus Patio Cleaning 
 Chainsaw Qualified 

Lawn and Hedge Cutting 
Fence Painting etc 

  
Affordable Prices All Year Round. Fully Insured 

 Over 25 Years Experience 
  

Contact Charlie 
Mobile: 07719337123 Home: 01823 334592 

Email: charlie.kingpin@yahoo.co.uk 
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Advertising Costs 
Galmington & Comeytrowe News 

 
Small Adverts 20p per word per month 

Whole Page: £40 per month 
Half Page: £20 per month 

Quarter page: £10 per month 
Eighth page: £5 per month 

 
A 10% discount will be allowed on payments 

made for a year in advance 
**CASH & Cheques no longer accepted** 
**Payments to be made by Banks Transfer 

only** 

The January 2021 Issue 
 

To be published on: Friday 01/01/2021 
Articles, Adverts & Letters to be with the 

Editor by 9am Friday 11/12/2020 
 

Treasurer/Editor: Mrs. P. M. Ryan 
12 Berwick Close. 01823 288474 

 
Distribution: Mr. S. & Mrs. J. Rudd 
7 Comeytrowe Rise. 01823 252604 

 
Printed by: Zeralynx 

01823 251888 

Galmington & Comeytrowe News: hello@gcnews.co.uk 
Comeytrowe Parish Council: www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk 

Bishop Henderson School: www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk 
St Michael’s Church Hall: Church Office Tel: 332371, Monday closed, Tuesday 9-30 to 6-00, 
Wednesday 9-30 to 1-30, Thursday 9-30 to 1-30,Friday 9-30 to 12-30. Or by appointment. 

Susan Kaufman Church Administrator. 
 The Trident Hall & Play Area:  Pete Yeandle 01823 289791 

Comeytrowe Community Hall: Marian Hudd, 59 Somerset Avenue TA1 5HX 
07477912257 www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org 

 Police Community Support Contacts: 
Lyndsay Smith, Catherine Richards and Marshall Bernhardt  

HAIR CARE 
Gill Hobbs - Mobile hairdresser. All ages Tel: 01823 480225 

  
GAS FITTING and SERVICING 

by registered GAS SAFE installer.  
Nick Keeble and Son, 36 Highfield, Taunton. Tel 289032 

 
KEATES - BUILDING MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Painting & Decorating - Paths - Patios - Fencing - Slate and Tile Roofing. 
Telephone 01823 275971 Mobile 07939 406099 

  
MIKE ROGERS PLUMBING 

Installation and Repairs, Bathrooms, Showers, Kitchens, Ball Valves, Taps, Boiler Servicing 
and Central Heating, GAS Safe Registered Installer. Tel: (01823) 321470 

Please be aware that the ‘Galmington & Comeytrowe News’ accepts adverts in good faith. If 
you employ or use the services of those who advertise, please satisfy yourself as to their 

competence and certification. ’Galmington & Comeytrowe News’ accepts no liability. 

http://www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk
http://www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk
http://www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org/

