
ISSUE NUMBER 627  /  MAY 2021 Established in 1968

GALMINGTON &
COMEYTROWE NEWS

 36 

Advertising  Rates 
 

Small Adverts 20p per word per month 
Whole Page: £40 per month 

Half Page: £20 per month 
Quarter page: £10 per month 

Eighth page: £5 per month 
 

A 10% discount will be allowed on payments 
made for a year in advance 

 
**CASH & Cheques no longer accepted** 
Payments to be made by Banks Transfer only 

JUNE 2021 ISSUE 
To be published on: Friday 28/05/2021 

 
Articles, Adverts & Letters to be with the 

Editor by 9am Monday 17/05/2021 
 

Treasurer/Editor: Mrs. P. M. Ryan 
12 Berwick Close. 01823 288474 

 
Distribution: Mr. S. & Mrs. J. Rudd 
7 Comeytrowe Rise. 01823 252604 

 
Printed by: Zeralynx 

01823 251888 

Galmington & Comeytrowe News: hello@gcnews.co.uk 
Comeytrowe Parish Council: www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk 

Bishop Henderson School: www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk 
St Michael’s Church Hall: Church Office Tel: 332371, Monday closed, Tuesday 9-30 to 6-00, 
Wednesday 9-30 to 1-30, Thursday 9-30 to 1-30,Friday 9-30 to 12-30. Or by appointment. 

Susan Kaufman Church Administrator. 
 The Trident Hall & Play Area:  Pete Yeandle 01823 289791 

Comeytrowe Community Hall: Marian Hudd, 59 Somerset Avenue TA1 5HX 
07477912257 www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org 

 Police Community Support Contacts: 
Lyndsay Smith, Catherine Richards and Marshall Bernhardt  

HAIR CARE 
Gill Hobbs - Mobile hairdresser. All ages Tel: 01823 480225 

  
GAS FITTING and SERVICING 

by registered GAS SAFE installer.  
Nick Keeble and Son, 36 Highfield, Taunton. Tel 289032 
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Easter bonnets and Easter poems 
outside St Michael’s Church

2 

News from the Pews 
With Reverend Justine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please God, this is the last issue of The Galmington and Comeytrowe News, that 
goes out solely online. You know that we are all thinking this. Because it’s an 
indicator, a barometer of what else is going on in our community, particularly 
pertaining to Covid-19. Online has been an incredible benefit to us all, but we are 
missing the feel of the paper, the photo on the front, the rap or clunk of the letterbox 
as our copy is put through the door, and the friendly face of the volunteer who 
posted it, through the window. 
We are missing, face to face interactions, we want them back. We want our clubs 
and our pubs, our churches and our benches back. It has been a year. A fallow year, 
but a fruitful year all the same. We have worked out how much we need each other; 
or even, dare I say it, how much we may like our own company. 
We’re eager and a tad fearful at the same time to see the world around about us, as 
we continue our journey through spring. That which is beginning to grow, shall 
continue, be that the Otter Kits by the river, the veg in the patches and allotments 
and, or indeed our children.  
We’re eager and a tad fearful to get back to what we know or to face the world in a 
new way, this time last year we were bedding into lockdown, now some of us are 
creeping out, whilst others run. 
We have come to Easter in our Churches cycle. It still feels like that first Easter to 
me, the new world awaits, and whilst eager to get out, I like those first followers of 
Jesus am eager and a tad fearful too. Some of our worship shall be out and about, 
like a community litter pick in pairs and covid safe, on Good Friday, the Easter 
Story QR codes (not NHS track and trace) around and about the school fence and 
the church, to do in your own time; and some shall be in our homes and online, A 
great Easter Bake Off: details on Facebook and on the book stall.  
 

We shall gather 
again soon, and may 
it be a celebration. 
But for now, Like 
Easter, like nature 
we are about to step 
back out there 
together into a new 
day, so let’s be 
gentle with one 
another, ‘the eager’ 
and ‘the tad fearful’. 
Much love, 
Rev’d Justine                                                   

Otter Prints - Photo by Alasdair Shaw 
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Your Community Newsletter 
Needs you! 

 
Please note that the deadline for articles 
and advertisements is 9am on the 16th 

April for inclusion in May’s issue. 
Items sent after the deadline 

will not be included.  
 

Articles and adverts sent well before the 
deadline are assured of a place in the G&C 
News. Thank you for your help with this. 

 
The email address for the G & C NEWS is: 

hello@gcnews.co.uk 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE  27 
 
The charity’s “stay strong, stay steady” classes – falls prevention       
sessions run in conjunction with Somerset County Council and the 
NHS – will also be resuming and hope to have a positive impact on 
the strength and balance of vulnerable adults.  
If you would like to find out more about any of Age UK Somerset’s 
classes, please call 01823    345626 or email                                           
ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk or visit 
www.ageuksomerset.org.uk 
Former Ageing Well Manager,              
Di Ramsay, with 88 year old yoga   
teacher Ivy Thorne. Di tragically lost her 
battle with cancer last year. She was an 
inspirational leader, who made a huge 
difference to the wellbeing of many older 
people in Somerset”.  
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This month marks Mental Health Awareness Week, from 10 to 16 May. As we 
recover from the pandemic, during which so many people have faced emotional 
challenges, mental health awareness seems incredibly perti-nent. It may be that 
you’ve personally experienced challenges with your own mental health over the 
last year, or you may know family, friends or colleagues who’ve been struggling.

At Christians Against Poverty (CAP), many of our clients come to us with a variety of 
struggles. This ranges from needing debt help to support with finding a new job or 
budgeting advice. Often through getting CAP’s help people report an improvement 
in their mental health and a reduction in stress or anxiety.

With the theme of this year’s Mental Health Awareness Week being nature and the 
environment, we’ve put together some tips to help you make the most of the early 
summer outdoors.

Grab every opportunity that you can to get outside

Advice from the NHS and mental 
health charity Mind says that there are 
health-boosting effects of spending 
time outdoors, being close to nature 
and having a chance to breathe fresh 
air. According to Mind, it improves your 
mood and reduces feelings of stress 
and anger. Plus, it can increase our 
energy levels.

If getting close to nature means you 
have to travel a bit further afield, get 
yourself a packed lunch, take a bottle of water or a flask of tea, and head out for a 
walk to your nearest green space to enjoy a cheap and cheerful day out.

Both the NHS and Mind websites have tons of great ideas for getting off the sofa, 
exercising and enjoying the health benefits of the outdoors. Find out more at nhs.
uk and mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living

CONTINUED on page 14

TAKE CARE OF YOUR
MIND THIS MAY
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BLUE PENGUIN 
Chartered Accountants 

Personal tax advice for family-run 
businesses and individuals. 

 
Monthly fees from £20 plus VAT 

 
peter@blue-penguin.co.uk 

 
Tel: 01823 335262 

Fax: Really?? 
 

Peter Watkins ACA AAT ATT 

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 
In your own home 
Ladies and Gents 

Cuts, Blow-dries, Shampoo & Sets 
Perming and Colouring 

 
Call Katrina on 01823 351629 

or 07870 439312 

Sally Koppa 
MSSCh Dip Pod Med MBChA 

 
CHIROPODIST 
Home Visiting Service 

 
Tel: 07837 729389 

 
Registered with the 

British Chiropody & Podiatry Association 
and Health & Care Professions Council 

Lee. J. Priddle 
Property 

Maintenance 

 
Qualified Carpenter 

(Over 25 Years Experience) 
 

Mobile: 07940 928939 
Office: 01823 618947 

info@leepriddle.co.uk 
www.leepriddle.co.uk 

Garden 
 
✓ Decking 
✓ Fencing 
✓ Trellis 
✓ Pergolas 
✓ Patios 
✓ Paths 
✓ Stone and 

Chipping 
 
 

Offering quality 
improvements in 

the home and 
garden 

Home 
 
✓ Door/frame 

replacements 
✓ Studwork 
✓ Flooring 
✓ Ceilings 
✓ Coving 
✓ Roof repairs 
✓ Guttering 
✓ Fascias 
✓ Interior/

exterior 
painting & 
decorating 

 
PROFESSIONAL FOOT TREATMENT 

IN YOUR OWN HOME 
Calluses, corns, ingrowing toenails, 
nail trimming cracked heels, rough/

dry skin and all general foot care 

Rachael Salter 
07969912080 
hamiltonholistics@gmail.com 
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Take care of your mind this May 
  
This month marks Mental Health Awareness Week, from 10 to 16 May. As 
we recover from the pandemic, during which so many people have faced 
emotional challenges, mental health awareness seems incredibly perti-
nent. It may be that you’ve personally experienced challenges with your 
own mental health over the last year, or you may know family, friends or 
colleagues who’ve been struggling.  
 
At Christians Against Poverty (CAP), many of our clients come to us with a 
variety of struggles. This ranges from needing debt help to support with 
finding a new job or budgeting advice. Often through getting CAP’s help 
people report an improvement in their mental health and a reduction in 
stress or anxiety.  
 
With the theme of this year’s Mental Health Awareness Week being nature 
and the environment, we’ve put together some tips to help you make the 
most of the early summer outdoors.  
 
Grab every opportunity that you can to get outside 
Advice from the NHS and mental health charity Mind says that there are 
health-boosting effects of spending time outdoors, being close to nature 
and having a chance to breathe fresh air. According to Mind, it improves 
your mood and reduces feelings of stress and anger. Plus, it can increase 
our energy levels. 
 
If getting close to nature means you have to travel a bit further afield, get 
yourself a packed lunch, take a bottle of water or a flask of tea, and head 
out for a walk to your nearest green space to enjoy a cheap and cheerful 
day out. 
 
Both the NHS and Mind          
websites have tons of great 
ideas for getting off the sofa, 
exercising and enjoying the 
health benefits of the          
outdoors. Find out more at 
nhs.uk and mind.org.uk/
information-support/tips-for
-everyday-living. 
 
CONTINUED on page 14 
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Enjoy a clean home 
without lifting a finger!  

  
A one off clean, regular housework or help with those jobs 

you keep putting off!!!!  
 

Call me for a fee  I am the BUSY BEE 
Debbie 07393543857 

Need a helping hand? 

Claire Rickson 
Call: 01823 431688  
Email: taunton@extra-help.co.uk 

• Cleaning & Tidying 
• Laundry & Ironing 
• Shopping errands 

• Meal preparation 
• Companionship 
• Light gardening 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS 
TINNED VEG, TINNED CUSTARD, 500G SUGAR, CHOCOLATES, TINNED 

RICE PUDDING, PULSES, PASTA ‘N’ SAUCES 
 

The Taunton Foodbank is located at Unit 4, Belvedere Trading Estate, Albemarle 
Road, Taunton, TA1 1BH. Please note that everyone who comes to the foodbank 

 
Advertise here 

 
£5 a month 
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May is one of the best times of the year to be in the garden. Containers, beds, borders, 
vegetable plots and lawns will be coming alive with new growth so there’s lots to keep 
you busy while you’re outside enjoying the fresh spring air; you’ll then be able to reap the 
rewards while you’re relaxing in your beautiful garden over the summer months.

The soil is heating up nicely and the last threat of frosts should hopefully become a distant 
memory (but keep an eye on that weather forecast!). You’ll need to start opening up the 
ventilation in the greenhouse during the day to avoid things getting too hot, and make sure 
the water butts are full because you’ll also have to start watering regularly during prolonged 
dry spells.

JOBS

1. Once the frosts are over, it’s time to plant out the dahlias and fill pots with colourful   
 summer bedding.

2. Harden off indoor-grown young plants for a week or two before planting them out,   
 popping them outside during the day and bringing them back in at night.

3. Feed and water houseplants regularly, and transplant any pot-bound plants into larger   
 containers.

4. Be water wise – water plants early in the morning or in the evening, and install a   
 rainwater butt.

5. Check for nests before trimming hedges - remember that it’s illegal to disturb nesting 
 birds.

6. Wait until tulip, daffodil and bluebell foliage has died back before cutting. You can also 
 lift and divide spring bulbs and replant them elsewhere for next season, and give your 
 summer bulbs room to flourish. 7.Earth up your early potatoes to maximise the yield.

8. Sow salad crops every couple of weeks to get a 
 continuous supply going.

9. Sow courgettes, runner beans and French beans in 
 pots ready to plant out next month.

10. Sow basil seeds in pots on a sunny window-sill, and 
 coriander seeds outdoors.

11. Towards the end of the month, start hardening off 
 tomato plants ready for planting outdoors in June.

GARDENING
With Lily Summerlease

 32 

 

Oven Angel 
 

Friendly, reliable and local professional. 
All types of oven, hob & extractor cleaned. 

Call for a free no obligation quote. 
Tel: Caroline on 01278 450307 or 07977 051717 

Email: info@ovenangel.co.uk   Website: www.ovenangel.co.uk 

KINGPIN GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
  

Plus Patio Cleaning 
 Chainsaw Qualified 

Lawn and Hedge Cutting 
Fence Painting etc 

  
Affordable Prices All Year Round. Fully Insured 

 Over 25 Years Experience 
  

Contact Charlie 
Mobile: 07719337123 Home: 01823 334592 

Email: charlie.kingpin@yahoo.co.uk 
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GARDENING 
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May is one of the best times of the year to be in the garden.  Containers, 
beds, borders, vegetable plots and lawns will be coming alive with new 
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need to start opening up the ventilation in the greenhouse during the day to 
avoid things getting too hot, and make sure the water butts are full because 
you’ll also have to start watering regularly during prolonged dry spells. 
 
JOBS 
1.Once the frosts are over, it’s time to plant out the dahlias and fill pots with 
colourful summer bedding. 
2.Harden off indoor-grown young plants for a week or two before planting 
them out, popping them outside during the day and bringing them back in at 
night. 
3.Feed and water houseplants regularly, and transplant any pot-bound plants 
into larger containers. 
4.Be water wise – water plants early in the morning or in the evening, and 
install a rainwater butt.                                                                                     
5.Check for nests before trimming hedges - remember that it’s illegal to          
disturb nesting birds.                                                                                    
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You can also lift and divide spring bulbs and replant them elsewhere for next 
season, and give your summer bulbs room to flourish.                               
7.Earth up your early potatoes to maximise the yield. 

 
8.Sow salad crops every couple of weeks to get 
a continuous supply going. 
9.Sow courgettes, runner beans and French 
beans in pots ready to plant out next month. 
10.Sow basil seeds in pots on a sunny window-
sill, and coriander seeds outdoors. 
11.Towards the end of the month, start             
hardening off tomato plants ready for planting 
outdoors in June. 
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* 2 Bed Flat Now Available to Rent * 
*Contact 01823 257819 for more information or to apply* 
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Chris Francis Electrical Services 
 

Friendly,  Reliable,  Local Electrician 
 

Part P Registered and Insured 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Competitive Prices 
 

All electrical aspects covered 
———————————————- 

TEL: 01823 765007 
MOB: 07989 396455 

www.chrisfranciselectrical.co.uk 

General Garden 
Maintenance 

 
✓ Lawn Mowing 
✓ Hedge Trimming 
✓ Planting 
✓ Pruning 
✓ Weeding 
✓ Tidying 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Call Stephen 
01823 334539 
Email: shrowell@gmail.com 

        
              Local reliable, professional                                                                                         

gardener with 40 years’ experience. 
 

Lawn and Hedge cutting. 
General Garden Maintenance. 
Fencing and Decking. 
Pressure washing.                                      
 
Call Patrick on: 01823 213316  
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Your local, family run flooring specialists with over 40 years of trading 
and experience, offering the very best in customer service. 

Our helpful showroom team will be able to guide and support you 
through our vast range of options and products. 

From advice, through to measuring, supplying, and expert fitting, our aim 
is to provide you with the best service. 

Visit our showroom to view our extensive range of options. Samples 
available to take away. 

 
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton, TA2 6BJ 

Open Monday- Friday 9am- 5pm, Saturday 9am- 2pm 
01823 335952 or email lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com 

LES MARSH CARPETS 
Carpet – Karndean- Vinyl Experts 
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IN the Book Corner 
With Jim Ryan 

 
 
 
 
 

The Giordano Bruno series, by S J Parris 
 

Greetings fellow bookworms! How on earth is it April already? It only seems like 
yesterday that I was stuffing myself with Quality Street and avoiding the postman 
bringing my January credit card bill after Christmas. And all I seem to have done is 
exchange sweets for toasted hot-cross buns. Still, the days are getting lighter, and 
we’re edging closer to when we can sit outside in the sun to read, rather than 
huddled by the fire/radiator/cat. 
Anyway, enough of my rambling. Over the last few months I decided I wanted to 
branch out and find a new genre to read (away from grumpy London detectives and 
government conspiracy plots). I’ve always loved history, so after some digging 
about, I came across this series of six books around the central character of 
Giordano Bruno – who was a real person in the 15th century – although these books 
are entirely works of fiction (or are they…?).  
Bruno is an Italian monk (and philosopher, poet and scientist) on the run from the 
Roman inquisition, and finds himself in England, at the height of the rein of Queen 
Elizabeth (the first one). He finds himself in the employ of Sir Francis Walsingham, 
the Tudor Queen’s chief spymaster. Over the series of books he is tasked with 
investigating murders, plots of treason and infiltrating groups of rebellious traitors. 
We see him meet several of history’s main players, and the books are written in 
such a captivating and mesmerising way, that you can feel them come to life out of 
the pages of the history books we studied as children, to become living, breathing 
people. Plus there’s some murderous goings on that need solving, which is always a 
plus for me. 
I don’t have the word count here to be able to go into great detail about the entire 
series, but I must say that these books made a real impact with me; they are so 
cleverly crafted that you get easily immersed into the story and the words, thoughts 
and feelings of the characters just flow. The first book is Heresy, and I would give 
this 5 stars (in fact, I’d give all of the six books 5 stars. Even the miserable so-and-
sos on Goodreads give it just under 4 stars, and they’re normally a fierce bunch of 
critics), and the series is definitely in my top 10 of all time. So if you’re after 
something new (especially if you like history, crime or stories based on real people) 
then I’d strongly recommend this (or if you’re a fan of Joanne Harris or Philippa 
Gregory books you should enjoy this as well). 
 
 
I must finish up by mentioning an excellent children’s book subscription website 
that I was introduced to. For a small monthly fee, they send your child/grandchild 
two age suitable reading books and an activity pack: www.letsgoread.co.uk so why 
not take a look yourself if you’re after a book based present for a child. 

BOOK REVIEWS Needed!

This is for the children (but if you fancy doing this too and you’re not quite in that 
age bracket anymore then that’s ok, just go ahead and write something!)

Some tips to help you write a book review.

Title and author (and illustrator as well if there is one)
Is the book fact or fiction?

If you have chosen to review a book that is in the fiction category then you could 
start by talking about the genre the author has chosen to set his or her story: is it 
mystery, school-days, sci-fi, magical, set in the past and so on?

Write a few sentences about what the book is about – but remember don’t give 
away anything important.

Say what you liked about the book: plot? characters? plenty of suspense? cliff-
hangers?

Say what you didn’t like about the book – too long, too short, boring in places?

Finish by saying who you think would enjoy the book. Is it a book that boys and 
girls would like, or maybe it’s a book that boys would like better or girls would. 
What about the age of the reader? Is it a story for very young children or it more 
suitable for an older reader?

So, get a book off your bookshelf and have a go at writing some reviews. I’m really 
hoping to see some of your reviews in the Galmington and Comeytrowe News. 
Good luck!!!

Reviews may be posted to the Editor:
12 Berwick Close, Taunton TA1 4JW
or emailed to hello@gcnews.co.uk

IN THE BOOK CORNER
With Jim Ryan



8
8 

 
 

25 

BUCKHURST ELECTRICS 
 

Local quality service, which you can rely on. 
All domestic electrical work undertaken, no job too small. 
Part ‘P’ compliant, approved contractor and fully insured. 
For any enquiries or quotes on any electrical work please 

get in touch with David Buckhurst   Tel: 07582498093 
E-mail: Buckhurst.Electrics@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVERT 
QUARTER PAGE 

£10  
PER 

MONTH 

                                                        
Ian Cooke 
Painter and Decorator   

 
All Aspects of Painting and 

Decorating 
Over 30 years experience 

Free quotations 
Mobile: 07775647249 
Home: 01823 256169 

Email: 
cookemanor5@gmail.com 
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We continue to stay in touch with our members by email and Facebook.
Recent articles have included the following:

The Battle of Torrington

(provided by Graham and Cherry Grant), which took place 375 years ago.

The Spittel House of Taunton/The Hospital of Taunton

In response to a question raised in this article provided by Robin Leamon, Graham 
Grant suggests this may relate to the Almshouses on the junction of Leycroft Road 
and Hamilton Road. He indicates that an extract from a publication “A History of the 
County of Somerset Volume 2” strongly suggests a link between Saint Margaret’s 
Almshouses and the Spytelhouse.

Trull Cottagers and Gardeners Flower Show (provided by Robin Leamon)

Graham Grant followed this up with some details gleaned from research for the 
parish archive’s book ‘We Will Remember Them’, which related to a number of the 
people mentioned in Robin’s article. From a personal point of view, my husband 
and I were interested to see reference to my husband’s great-great grandfather, 
who was a local Nurseryman on Wilton and a judge at the event.

More recently, Don Archer introduced some historical notes shared by a previous 
occupant relating to Kings Gatchell, a property currently for sale within Trull (at time 
of writing), which was probably originally a medieval hall house.

The History Society is very much looking forward to getting back to meetings in 
person. Our meetings are held at Trull Church Community Centre.

Lynne Nash
On behalf of Trull, Angersleigh and Staplehay Local History Society

TRULL, ANGERSLEIGH AND STAPLEHAY 
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
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The members of the Walker Art Group (a small, informal, untutored group, which 
usually meets on a term-time basis on Tuesday afternoons, in the Walker Room at 
Comeytrowe Community Centre) are looking forward to getting back to meetings 
in person as soon as the present Covid situation allows.

One thing that most of our members have commented on is the degree to which 
we are missing the input and encouragement to produce art work which a group 
such as ours provides. It is all too easy to lose the incentive when there are always 
other pressing matters to distract at home.

WALKER ART GROUP
Lynne Nash

We are always happy to 
welcome new members. Walker 
Art Group welcomes members 
of all levels of experience - it is 
very much a case of learning 
from each other.

To finish, here are a couple of 
samples of artwork created by 
two of the Walker Art Group 
members.
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Age UK Somerset encourage a move towards “normality” with 
their “Let’s move together and improve together” campaign. 
 
The last year has been an unusual and difficult one for most but for 
many older people it has been particularly hard, with long periods of 
self-isolation impacting both mental and physical wellbeing.                 
Research by Age UK has shown that many previously independent 
older adults have reported a loss of physical strength and capability, 
finding it harder to do daily activities such as going up stairs 
or walking the same distances they used to. Some have embraced 
modern technology, learning new skills and participating in online  
activities, helping them to maintain their existing levels of fitness but 
this has not been as rewarding as getting out and spending time with 
friends and family. 
Throughout the pandemic, Age UK Somerset have supported older 
people in the County. Because they help those who are most at risk 
from severe illness due to coronavirus, and those whose movements 
have been most restricted, they have been busier than ever. Despite 
some services being paused due to their physical nature, others sprung 
up to meet the new needs of this strange time, for example their          
telephone service called “Friendly Phone calls”, to help alleviate           
feelings of isolation and boredom.  
The charity’s Ageing Well team, who normally run and manage          
hundreds of community-based exercise classes, have held a wide 
range of online exercise sessions since last July. These classes have 
encouraged older people to maintain their current levels of fitness and 
given them a chance to see familiar, friendly faces. Full technical         
support has been given by the team and classes have included Tai Chi, 
yoga, pilates, general fitness and relaxation sessions. 
With plans to resume their community-based classes from the 17th 
May, Ageing Well have launched an inspiring “let’s move together 
and improve together” campaign. Whilst wanting to encourage older 
people to start coming to classes again, they are aware that many are 
nervous of doing so. They are putting in stringent measures to provide 
the greatest level of reassurance, reducing the number of participants 
allowed in each class and introducing a new booking system. Classes 
will be re-started over a number of weeks, so that the team can           
oversee and manage them safely and effectively. A variety of online 
sessions will continue to run for those who would prefer to stay at 
home for the time being.    CONTINUED ON PAGE  35 
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J Warman Carpentry & 
Property Maintenance 

 

Doors, skirtings, built in cupboards 
 

etc. 
 

Tel: 01823 254040 
 

Mobile: 07734307887 
 

Local friendly service by 25 years 
experienced & qualified carpenter. 

Small jobs welcome. 

Ltd. 

 TURNERS PHYSIO 
 

INJURY & SPORTS THERAPY   
         CLINIC (est 2002)  

 
•   Back Pain/Injury  
•   Shoulder & neck pain  
•   Muscular strains/sprains  
•   Nerve pain/Sciatica  
 
    CALL KEVIN:  07746 727736  
EMAIL:  turnersclinic@gmail.com  

MISTY / FOGGY UNIT 
 

Dodhill Corner,  
Kingston Road, Taunton TA2 8AT 

Tel 01823 451740 & Fax 01823 451719 
www.galmingtonglass.co.uk 

REPLACEMENT               
SERVICE 

FOR YOUR 
GLASS &  GLAZING 
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Local History 
with Andrew Powell-Thomas 

(repeated from March online edition of the G & C News) 
 
Sedgemoor’s War time past – The Taunton Stop Line - part 1 
For anyone who has gone for a walk or cycle along the canal you will have no doubt noticed 
some small brick structures tucked into the hedgerows, and it’s very easy to walk by these 
without a second thought. 
But eighty years-ago these tiny, somewhat insignificant structures were a small but important 
part of the country’s efforts during the Second World War. 
In 1940, as Hitler’s war machine rolled across Europe, there was a very real threat of 
invasion, which resulted in a series of ‘stop-lines’ being created right across Britain in an 
effort to delay any Nazi invasion. 
One of these was the Taunton stop line - a 50 mile defensive ‘wall’ spanning Somerset, 
Devon and Dorset, and these pillboxes dotted along the Bridgwater & Taunton Canal formed 
part of this military strategy. 
The Taunton Stop Line is arguably the best-preserved stop line in the country, and it begins at 
the coast near Highbridge in North Somerset, with the line of defences running down from the 
Pawlett Hams and along the River Parrett to Bridgwater. From here, it tracked the bank of the 
Bridgwater and Taunton Canal southward to Creech St. Michael, where it then joined and 
followed the dried-up bed of the old Taunton & Chard Canal. Near the village of Ilton, the 
stop line traced the route of the Great Western Railway southward until it reached just north 
of Chard Junction, where it then followed the route shared by the Southern Railway and the 
River Axe. Here, it briefly crossed over into Dorset in a couple of places, and then finally 
followed the course of the River Axe into the seaside town of Axmouth, Devon, where the 
Stop Line ended. 
In part 2, I will look at the defensive strategies used in constructing the Taunton Stop Line. 
 
Andrew Powell-Thomas, Author & Historian. 
www.andrewpowell-thomas.co.uk 

@authorAPT 
@authorAPT 

Sedgemoor’s War time past – The Taunton Stop Line - part 2

Planners of the Taunton Stop Line very deliberately used the rivers, canals and railway 
embankments of the area as the backbone for the defences, peppering the route with 
a variety of anti-tank obstacles such as; concrete posts, cubes and pyramids; ditches 
and barbed wire entanglements; road and rail blocks as well as land mines.

But the main defensive structure was of course the small brick-built structure, the 
pillbox.

Pillboxes were a type of blockhouse, a dug-in guard post, that had loopholes through 
which soldiers would be able to fire weapons, and these are common sights along the 
length of the Bridgwater & Taunton Canal.

In 1941, to strengthen the line and deny access to the major east-west routes that 
passed through the line, 12 ‘Defensive Islands’ were added at areas like Bridgwater, 
Creech St Michael and Chard.

By early 1942, the Taunton Stop Line was at its peak and was defended by a staggering 
300+ rifle and light machine gun pillboxes, typically for two or three men armed with 
rifles or Bren guns; 60+ medium machine gun emplacements, typically for a group 
of men with the Vickers machine gun; and 21 static anti-tank gun emplacements, 
equipped with the much larger ex-World War I naval six-pound guns.

Initially manned in 1940 by units of the Army - with 48 Division of VIII Corps based at 
Taunton taking the lead role - the Home Guard’s role was initially to assist the Field 
Army by acting as guides, keeping stores stocked and ensuring the sections of the stop 
line were maintained, but as the Army units were gradually withdrawn from the line, the 
Home Guard soon became solely responsible for manning the defensive positions.

Andrew Powell-Thomas, Author & Historian.
www.andrewpowell-thomas.co.uk

LOCAL HISTORY
With Andrew Powell-Thomas

@authorAPT

@authorAPT
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ELM TREE HOMES (SOUTH WEST) LTD 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS  

 
 All aspects of building work undertaken in and around Taunton for the last 

25 years offering the highest quality workmanship. 
Friendly, family business. 

Fully insured. 
Registered waste carrier. 

Members of the Federation of Master Builders.  
  

Extensions, full renovations and new builds a specialty. 
New windows, fascias and soffits supplied and fitted. 

Interior and exterior door replacement. 
Kitchens and bathrooms. 

Groundworks, landscaping and fencing. 
Interior and exterior painting and decorating.                                                                               

Call Steve on 07778743698 
email: elmtreehomes@hotmail.co.uk 

POND & 
GARDEN MEDIC 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
01823 336670 / 07759273866 
PONDMEDIC251@GMAIL.COM 

WATER FEATURES 
DECKING INSTALLATION 

HEDGE TRIMMING 
GRASS CUTTING 

PERGOLA ERECTING 

POND MAINTENANCE 
GARDEN RENOVATION 

PATIOO LAYING 
SHED BUILDS 

FENCE REPAIRS 
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The Footbridge at Netherclay 
 
During the last month, several of you have contacted me about the closure of 
Netherclay Footbridge. Due to the very poor and easy to miss signage, awareness of 
the closure was limited.  
At the time of writing (11/03), I’ve made contact with several Somerset County 
Council officers, together with the cabinet member responsible for rights of way, to 
gain clarification. The last thing we want, is for our very popular bridge to be 
closed, unless of course it really is a danger to the public. 
 
Here is part of the response I’ve received from the County Council’s senior Rights 
of Way officer for Bridges; “The bridge was closed in October 2017 following a 
diving inspection. An inspection and subsequent assessment was undertaken by an 
independent engineering consultant and their recommendation was to close the 
bridge, as it was found to be in poor condition with some severe defects across the 
structure. The defects are not immediately visible to the public as they are walking 
over the bridge but include open joints, significant cracks, missing masonry and 
collapsed sections of the wingwalls.”  
 
“The closure has been in place since 2017, albeit without a barrier.  Recent concern 
over the lack of barriers has been raised on a number of sites (across Somerset) and 
the decision has been made to place secure barriers on all closed bridges and whilst 
this will raise questions from the public, we hope that with more clear signage that 
explains what is wrong with the bridges, people will understand the reasons behind 
the closures.” 
 
Naturally, I’ve asked for our bridge to be repaired and at the earliest available date. 
It appears that by contacting SCC, it has been moved up the pecking order from 
number 28 on the very long Rights of Way Bridge Programme, to 13th. 
 
The Rights of Way officer continued; “Projects have already been allocated and 
commenced for this summer’s works, but due to where Netherclay now sits on the 
programme, it will be one of the projects allocated in the autumn. Unfortunately, I 
cannot promise that works will commence next year due to the success of this 
year’s projects and the considerations I have highlighted, but I hope this shows that 
the bridge is on a works programme and a project will commence as soon as 
possible.”  
As ever, I will keep on top of this and continue to push for the speedy reinstatement 
of our Netherclay Footbridge.  
 
Take care, stay safe. 
 
John Hunt  
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This image is thought to be the earliest photograph of Galmington. It was taken by 
Edward Jeboult and was one of many he used in his unpublished work featuring 
Taunton and his family in the 1860s later used by Robin Bush in his book Jeboult’s 
Taunton ( 1983 ). I have re-edited this small print original and coloured it. I believe 
the photograph was taken from Belmont which would have had an uninterrupted 
view of Galmington hamlet. If that were the case the building in the foreground 
would be Hoveland Farm. Long demolished its position would roughly have been 
at the road junction by the chip shop. Edward Jeboult came from a Taunton trading 
family and ran the family outfitters shop for a while in the 1850s. Whilst raising 
a young family and trading as an ironmonger he took many photographs in the 
Taunton area during the 1860s. He took several photographs in the Belmont area 
and it seems likely that he knew the house owner James E. Marshall. Marshall 
had the walls built along Trull Road in the early 1860s. Marshall also rebuilt Mount 
Nebo.

Of interest is the landscape. 
Somerset in the 1860s comprised 
of many small fields dominated 
by tall elm trees. Dutch Elm 
Disease appeared in the UK in 
the 1920s and killed nearly a third 
of the trees. The 1960s saw the 
return of a more aggressive form 
of the disease and by 1980 nearly 
all the mature UK elms were 
gone. Clearance of dead elms 
resulted in the disappearance of 
many ancient hedgerows. The 
pressure on farmland by the 
continued urban development 
around Taunton has 
resulted in an Industrial form of farming and the widespread cultivation of maize. 
The views I had from Cotlake Hill as a boy are now sadly depleted of trees. A new 
menace has appeared called Ash Dieback. The cycle of tree death and destruction 
begins again. Dying trees have to be cut down as the wood becomes brittle and 
there is danger from falling branches. Would Edward Jeboult be horrified if he 
could return and see Somerset today? I rather think he would.

HISTORY OF GALMINGTON
Nick Chipchase
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Mobile: 07966 630 133 
Email: nmehrlich@btinternet.com 
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Galmington c 1865. 
 
This image is thought to be the earliest photograph of Galmington. It was 
taken by Edward Jeboult and was one of many he used in his unpublished 
work featuring Taunton and his family in the 1860s later used by Robin Bush 
in his book Jeboult's Taunton ( 1983 ). I have re-edited this small print           
original and coloured it. I believe the photograph was taken from Belmont 
which would have had an uninterrupted view of Galmington hamlet. If that 
were the case the building in the foreground would be Hoveland Farm. Long 
demolished its position would roughly have been at the road junction by the 
chip shop. Edward Jeboult came from a Taunton trading family and ran the 
family outfitters shop for a while in the 1850s. Whilst raising a young family 
and trading as an ironmonger he took many photographs in the Taunton  
area during the 1860s. He took several photographs in the Belmont area and 
it seems likely that he knew the house owner James E. Marshall. Marshall 
had the walls built along Trull Road in the early 1860s. Marshall also rebuilt 
Mount Nebo. 
Of interest is the landscape. Somerset in the 1860s comprised of many 
small fields dominated by tall elm trees. Dutch Elm Disease appeared in the 
UK in the 1920s and killed nearly a third of the trees. The 1960s saw the 
return of a more aggressive form of the disease and by 1980 nearly all the 
mature UK elms were gone. Clearance of dead elms resulted in the          
disappearance of many ancient hedgerows. The pressure on farmland by 
the continued urban development around Taunton has resulted in an                
Industrial form of farming and the widespread cultivation of maize. The views 
I had from Cotlake Hill as a boy are now sadly depleted of trees.  A new 
menace has appeared called Ash Dieback. The cycle of tree death and                  
destruction begins again. Dying trees have to be cut down as the wood          
becomes brittle and there is danger from falling branches. Would Edward 
Jeboult be horrified if he could return and see Somerset today? I rather think 
he would. 
Nick Chipchase 

HISTORY of GALMINGTON 
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CONTINUED from page 3

Spend time in the garden

Even if you don’t have a very big garden, spending time outdoors can be 
beneficial. Now that the pandemic-related restrictions are being eased, seeing 
people outside can be a great way to elevate your mood.

Gardening can also promote positive feelings as you nurture new life through 
whatever you plant. It’s a great way to grow a bit of extra food too, such as 
potatoes and strawberries. These do well in containers, so you don’t even need 
much space – which is great news if you live in an apartment and only have a 
balcony or window ledge.

For ideas of some of the best vegetables to grow in pots see balconygardenweb.
com. Check out growlikegrandad.co.uk, a blog written by an anxiety sufferer who 
has experienced the great benefits of gardening. He posts some great tips for 
gardening on a budget too!

Get the kids involved too

You’ll find lots of resources online to encourage the kids to get outdoors, 
gain a sense of achievement and boost their mental wellbeing. Check out 
childrensgardeningweek.co.uk and make the most of National Children’s 
Gardening Week at the end of May.

Seek help with problem finances

At CAP, we know all too well the link between financial struggles and men-tal 
ill-health. If you have money worries, seek help sooner rather than later. There are 
lots of free debt counselling charities that can help. Just taking this first step can 
feel like a weight has been lifted.
Have a look at moneysavingexpert.com/loans/debt-help-plan for advice

Seek help with your mental health

If you’re struggling with your mental health, don’t suffer in silence. Get help 
through Mind (mind.org.uk) or your local GP. Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is a 
UK charity with over 580 services across the country delivering debt counselling, 
money management, job clubs, life skills groups, and support for people breaking 
life-controlling dependencies. Visit capuk.org to find out more.

Contributed by Jon Carrington
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500g cooked potatoes

60g garden peas, cooked briefly
to retain colour and texture

80g hummus

30ml lemon juice

50ml olive oil

Salt and pepper

Not everyone is a fan of mayonnaise and this recipe provides an alternative 
dressing which matches well with this season’s new potatoes.

Place the peas, hummus, lemon juice and olive oil into a blender and process until 
smooth.

Hummus can vary in consistency so if the mixture appears too stiff add a very small 
amount of the pea cooking water.

Taste the mixture and add salt and pepper if you think it is needed.

Enjoy!

PAULINE’S PANTRY
Potato Salad
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Julian Ackland Building Services 
Established 30 Years (The Best in the West). 

 

Extensions.  Renovations and Alterations, Stonework 
Roofing. Digger work. Block Paving. Patios. 

 

No job too big or too small. 
 

Free estimates. Fully insured. Very competitive rates. 
 

Call Julian Tel: 01823 254781  Mob: 07966510120 

FOXWELL WINDOW CLEANING 
 

Traditional and water fed pole system cleaning service. 
Domestic and commercial properties, cleaned inside and out. 

All window sills and frames wiped. 
Regular, reliable, high quality service to suit your needs 

Also conservatory roofs, fascias, soffits gutters and patios. 
We clear and unblock gutters too. 

 
 

Ring Nigel on 01823 461243 or 07814 435730 

R & D Electrical Solutions 
Electric Underfloor Heating.  Full/Partial Rewires 

Electric Showers. Low Energy Lighting. Security Lights 
Smoke Detectors. Consumer Unit Change 

Garden/Deck Lighting. Storage Heaters. BT Points 
Hobs & Ovens. Electric Heaters. Additional Sockets 

24 Hour Call Out Service 
LOCAL FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

FREE  ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 
 

Mobile: 07796 697275 
Office: 01823 338566 

office@randdelectrical.co.uk 
www.randdelectrical.co.uk 
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500g cooked potatoes 

60g garden peas, cooked 
briefly to retain colour and 
texture 

80g hummus 

30ml lemon juice 

50ml olive oil 

Salt and pepper  
Not everyone is a fan of mayonnaise and this recipe provides an 
alternative dressing which matches well with this season’s new          
potatoes. 

Place the peas, hummus, lemon juice and olive oil into a blender 
and process until smooth.  

Hummus can vary in consistency so if the mixture appears too stiff 
add a very small amount of the pea cooking water. 

Taste the mixture and add salt and pepper if you think it is needed. 

Enjoy! 
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Julian Ackland Building Services 
Established 30 Years (The Best in the West). 

 

Extensions.  Renovations and Alterations, Stonework 
Roofing. Digger work. Block Paving. Patios. 

 

No job too big or too small. 
 

Free estimates. Fully insured. Very competitive rates. 
 

Call Julian Tel: 01823 254781  Mob: 07966510120 

FOXWELL WINDOW CLEANING 
 

Traditional and water fed pole system cleaning service. 
Domestic and commercial properties, cleaned inside and out. 

All window sills and frames wiped. 
Regular, reliable, high quality service to suit your needs 

Also conservatory roofs, fascias, soffits gutters and patios. 
We clear and unblock gutters too. 

 
 

Ring Nigel on 01823 461243 or 07814 435730 

R & D Electrical Solutions 
Electric Underfloor Heating.  Full/Partial Rewires 

Electric Showers. Low Energy Lighting. Security Lights 
Smoke Detectors. Consumer Unit Change 

Garden/Deck Lighting. Storage Heaters. BT Points 
Hobs & Ovens. Electric Heaters. Additional Sockets 

24 Hour Call Out Service 
LOCAL FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

FREE  ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 
 

Mobile: 07796 697275 
Office: 01823 338566 

office@randdelectrical.co.uk 
www.randdelectrical.co.uk 
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IMAGINATION
The children’s book subscription to 

inspire a lifelong love of reading

Two quality books delivered to a child’s 
front door including two 16 page engaging 

activity books, which are full of fun, 
educational and creative content
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May Day has its roots in astronomy. We’re (about) halfway between the spring 
equinox and the summer solstice! It’s one of the Celtic cross-quarter days, which 
celebrated the midway points between all solstices and equinoxes of the year. 

As with many early holidays, May Day was rooted in agriculture. Springtime 
celebrations filled with dance and song hailed the sown fields starting to sprout. 
Cattle were driven to pasture, special bonfires were lit, and both doors of houses 
and livestock were decorated with yellow May flowers.

Later, celebrations evolved to speak more to the “bringing in the May” with the 
gathering of wildflowers and green branches, the weaving of floral garlands, the 
crowning of a May king and queen, and the setting up of a decorated May tree, 
or Maypole, around which people danced. Such rites originally may have been 
intended to ensure fertility for crops and, by extension, for livestock and humans, 
but in most cases this significance was gradually lost, so that the practices survived 
largely as popular festivities.

THE MAYPOLE DANCE

Wrapping a Maypole with colourful ribbons might be the most known tradition 
that still exists in some schools and towns. Originally, the Maypole was a living 
tree brought in from the woods with much merrymaking. Ancient Celts danced 
around the tree, praying for good crops and fertility. For younger people, there 
was the possibility of courtship. If paired by sundown, the courtship continued 
so that the couple could get to know each other and married 6 weeks later on 
June’s Midsummer’s Day. This is how the “June Wedding” became a tradition. In 
the Middle Ages, all villages had Maypoles. Towns would compete to see who had 
the tallest or best Maypole. Over time, this Old English festival incorporated dance 
performances, plays, and literature. People would crown a “May Queen” for the 
day’s festivities.

MAKING A MAY BASKET

Ever heard of the May baskets? People would leave a paper basket or cone with 
spring flowers and sweets on each other’s doorstep usually anonymously. This 
tradition was popular through the 19th and 20th centuries, especially with children 
or sweethearts. The custom was to knock on the door, yell “May basket!,” and then 
run. If the recipient caught the giver, he or she was entitled to a kiss.

ORIGINS OF MAY DAY



18

I received a letter through the post a while back regarding Taunton’s new 
garden community: Orchard Grove. In case you did not read the letter or 
have forgotten, Orchard Grove is the new development taking place at 
the moment in the fields of Higher Comeytrowe. Like me, you may well 
have heard the diggers and other large machinery at work. From the 
Comeytrowe Community Park, it is possible to look across and get a view 
of the work in progress: fields have lost their green and are now brown. On 
one weekend I could see machinery chugging back and forth across the 
land. I guess they were taking advantage of a dry day. But, to go back to 
the letter, I decided to look at the web site associated with Orchard Grove. 
For April the news update is as follows:

“We are continuing to create the ‘spine road’ that will be the main arterial 
road that eventually runs from the top to the bottom of Orchard Grove, 
and the first section of tarmac will be laid this month. Another new road, 
looping around the first homes by Vistry is being built at the moment. 
These new roads are intentionally being created early in the project, to 
enable those working on site to move around, but also to ensure vital 
infrastructure is there as soon as the first residents arrive.

Given the milder and drier Spring weather, cut and fill earthworks are in full 
flow. This involves taking earth from one part of the site and filling another 
area, compacting it to alter the contour of the land, and create the right 
levels for construction. Work has started on the attenuation basins, which 
are sustainable forms of urban drainage, and these will soon be joined by 
new retaining walls.

This month the Vistry site team will arrive to begin work on 142 new Vistry 
Group and LiveWest homes. Taylor Wimpey is making good progress, 
with foundations being dug for its first homes. You can expect to see an 

ORCHARD GROVE
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ORCHARD GROVE 
I  received a letter through the post a while back regarding Taunton’s new garden  
community: Orchard Grove. In case you did not read the letter or have forgotten, 
Orchard Grove is the new development taking place at the moment in the fields of 
Higher Comeytrowe. Like me, you may well have heard the diggers and other 
large machinery at work.  From the Comeytrowe Community Park, it is possible 
to look across and get a view of the work in progress: fields have lost their green 
and are now brown. On one weekend I could see machinery chugging back and 
forth across the land. I guess they were taking advantage of a dry day. But, to go 
back to the  letter, I decided to look at the web site associated with Orchard 
Grove. For April the news update is as follows: 

“We are continuing to create the ‘spine road’ that will be the main arterial road that 

eventually runs from the top to the bottom of Orchard Grove, and the first section of tar-

mac will be laid this month. Another new road, looping around the first homes by Vistry is 

being built at the moment. These new roads are intentionally being created early in the 

project, to enable those working on site to move around, but also to ensure vital infra-

structure is there as soon as the first residents arrive. 

Given the milder and drier Spring weather, cut and fill earthworks are in full flow. This 

involves taking earth from one part of the site and filling another area, compacting it to 

alter the contour of the land, and create the right levels for construction. Work has start-

ed on the attenuation basins, which are sustainable forms of urban drainage, and these 

will soon be joined by new retaining walls.  

This month the Vistry site team will arrive to begin work on 142 new Vistry Group and 

LiveWest homes. Taylor Wimpey is making good progress, with foundations being dug for 

its first homes. You can expect to see an increase in personnel and activity now, with the 

developer build teams, and Orchard Grove groundworks team all busy on site this month. 

In addition, there will be other essential services going in and ecological surveys will con-

tinue.  
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We expect work to begin on the new A38 junction in late April. A new roundabout is to be 

created, connecting Orchard Grove to the local area, via the A38. A traffic management 

plan will be in action and more information on this will be           communicated ahead of the 

work starting.” 

 

Somerset Live (online) also have an interesting article plus aerial photographs of 
the building site, taken by local resident drone operator, Ben Holton.                                                     

    Aerial photos show swift progress on major Taunton development as new plans put forward - Somerset Live 

Looking across the fields from Comeytrowe Community 
Park, to where the new houses will be. 

increase in personnel and activity now, with the developer build teams, 
and Orchard Grove groundworks team all busy on site this month. In 
addition, there will be other essential services going in and ecological 
surveys will continue.

We expect work to begin on the new A38 junction in late April. A new 
roundabout is to be created, connecting Orchard Grove to the local 
area, via the A38. A traffic management plan will be in action and more 
information on this will be communicated ahead of the work starting.”

Somerset Live (online) also have an interesting article plus aerial 
photographs of the building site, taken by local resident drone operator, 
Ben Holton.

Aerial photos show swift progress on major Taunton development as new 
plans put forward - Somerset Live

Photo: Looking across the fields from Comeytrowe Community Park,
to where the new houses will be.
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Useful Contact details 
for emotional support 

 
Samaritans 116123 

www.mindinsomerset.org.uk 
Childline 0800 1111 

www.kooth.com 
Cruse Bereavement Care 0808 808 1677 

Your 1/8 Page Advert Here 
Only £5 a month 
Hand-delivered 

to almost 3000 homes. 
 

Hello@GCNews.co.uk 
01823 288474 

Would you like to advertise in the 
‘Wilstock & Stockmoor News’? 

 
Hand-delivered to 2000 homes. 

 
Hello@ws-news.co.uk 

07940 103112 
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CELESTIAL OBJECTS 
 
• April 12 - New Moon. The Moon will located on the same side of the 

Earth as the Sun and will not be visible in the night sky. This phase 
occurs at 02:32 UTC. This is the best time of the month to observe faint 
objects such as galaxies and star clusters because there is no moonlight 
to interfere. 

 
• April 22, 23 - Lyrids Meteor Shower. The Lyrids is an average shower, 

usually producing about 20 meteors per hour at its peak. It is produced 
by dust particles left behind by comet C/1861 G1 Thatcher, which was 
discovered in 1861. The shower runs annually from April 16-25. It 
peaks this year on the night of the night of the 22nd and morning of 
the 23rd. These meteors can sometimes produce bright dust trails that 
last for several seconds. The nearly full moon will be a problem this 
year. Its glare will block out all but the brightest meteors. But if you 
are patient you may still be able to catch a few good ones. Best viewing 
will be from a dark location after midnight. Meteors will radiate from 
the constellation Lyra, but can appear anywhere in the sky. 

 
• April 27 - Full Moon, Supermoon. The Moon will be located on the op-

posite side of the Earth as the Sun and its face will be will be fully 
illuminated. This phase occurs at 03:33 UTC. This full moon was 
known by early Native American tribes as the Pink Moon because it 
marked the appearance of the moss pink, or wild ground phlox, which 
is one of the first spring flowers. This moon has also been known as 
the Sprouting Grass Moon, the Growing Moon, and the Egg Moon. 
Many coastal tribes called it the Fish Moon because this was the time 
that the shad swam upstream to spawn. This is also the first of three 
supermoons for 2021. The Moon will be near its closest approach to the 
Earth and may look slightly larger and brighter than usual. 
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May 6, 7 - Eta Aquarids Meteor Shower. The Eta Aquarids is an above average 
shower, capable of producing up to 60 meteors per hour at its peak. Most of the 
activity is seen in the Southern Hemisphere. In the Northern Hemisphere, the rate 
can reach about 30 meteors per hour. It is produced by dust particles left behind 
by comet Hal-ley, which has been observed since ancient times. The shower runs 
annually from April 19 to May 28. It peaks this year on the night of May 6 and the 
morning of the May 7. The second quarter moon will block out some of the faintest 
meteors this year. But if you are patient, you should still should be able to catch 
quite a few good ones. Best viewing will be from a dark location after midnight. 
Meteors will radiate from the constellation Aquarius, but can appear anywhere in 
the sky.

May 11 - New Moon. The Moon will located on the same side of the Earth as the 
Sun and will not be visible in the night sky. This phase occurs at 19:01 UTC. This 
is the best time of the month to observe faint objects such as galaxies and star 
clusters because there is no moonlight to interfere.

May 17 - Mercury at Greatest Eastern Elongation. The planet Mercury reaches 
greatest eastern elongation of 22 degrees from the Sun. This is the best time to 
view Mercury since it will be at its highest point above the horizon in the evening 
sky. Look for the planet low in the western sky just after sunset.

May 26 - Full Moon, Supermoon. The Moon will be located on the opposite side 
of the Earth as the Sun and its face will be will be fully illuminated. This phase 
occurs at 11:14 UTC. This full moon was known by early Native American tribes as 
the Flower Moon because this was the time of year when spring flowers appeared 
in abun-dance. This moon has also been known as the Corn Planting Moon and the 
Milk Moon. This is also the second of three supermoons for 2021. The Moon will 
be near its closest approach to the Earth and may look slightly larger and brighter 
than usual.

May 26 - Total Lunar Eclipse. A total lunar eclipse occurs when the Moon passes 
com-pletely through the Earth’s dark shadow, or umbra. During this type of eclipse, 
the Moon will gradually get darker and then take on a rusty or blood red colour. 
The eclipse will be visible throughout the Pacific Ocean and parts of eastern Asia, 
Japan, Australia, and western North America.

CELESTIAL OBJECTS
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Julian Ackland Building Services 
Established 30 Years (The Best in the West). 

 

Extensions.  Renovations and Alterations, Stonework 
Roofing. Digger work. Block Paving. Patios. 

 

No job too big or too small. 
 

Free estimates. Fully insured. Very competitive rates. 
 

Call Julian Tel: 01823 254781  Mob: 07966510120 

FOXWELL WINDOW CLEANING 
 

Traditional and water fed pole system cleaning service. 
Domestic and commercial properties, cleaned inside and out. 

All window sills and frames wiped. 
Regular, reliable, high quality service to suit your needs 

Also conservatory roofs, fascias, soffits gutters and patios. 
We clear and unblock gutters too. 

 
 

Ring Nigel on 01823 461243 or 07814 435730 

R & D Electrical Solutions 
Electric Underfloor Heating.  Full/Partial Rewires 

Electric Showers. Low Energy Lighting. Security Lights 
Smoke Detectors. Consumer Unit Change 

Garden/Deck Lighting. Storage Heaters. BT Points 
Hobs & Ovens. Electric Heaters. Additional Sockets 

24 Hour Call Out Service 
LOCAL FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

FREE  ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 
 

Mobile: 07796 697275 
Office: 01823 338566 

office@randdelectrical.co.uk 
www.randdelectrical.co.uk 
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PAULINE’S PANTRY 
  

Hot Cross Bun Pudding 
 

Use this recipe to give new life to stale or past their best hot cross 
buns. This is a very versatile recipe. If you do not have enough 
buns just add bread to make up the weight adding fruit and spices. 
If you have Sherry, Port or a fruit liqueur add a splash to enhance 
the flavour. It does have to bake for 1 ½ hours but it is useful for 
filling a space in the oven when cooking a roast or casserole. It can 
be served hot with custard or cream or cold sliced with your        
afternoon tea. 
  
4 fruity hot cross buns 
(approximately 225g) 
250ml milk 
75g of melted butter 
1 egg 
½ teaspoon cinnamon 
  
Soak the buns in the milk for about half an hour.                           
Add the alcohol at this point if you decide to use it. 
Heat the oven to 180 degrees, Gas Mark 4. 
 
When the buns have softened add the cinnamon and the melted 
butter. 
Beat the egg and add to the mix and stir until all the ingredients 
are well combined. 
 
Butter a 18 cm cake tin and pour 
in the mixture. 
Bake for approximately 1 ½ hours 
until firm. 
Enjoy! 
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CONTINUED from page 3 
 
Spend time in the garden 
Even if you don’t have a very big garden, spending time outdoors can be 
beneficial. Now that the pandemic-related restrictions are being eased,  
seeing people outside can be a great way to elevate your mood. 
 
Gardening can also promote positive feelings as you nurture new life 
through whatever you plant. It’s a great way to grow a bit of extra food too, 
such as potatoes and strawberries. These do well in containers, so you 
don’t even need much space – which is great news if you live in an          
apartment and only have a balcony or window ledge. 
 
For ideas of some of the best vegetables to grow in pots see                    
balconygardenweb.com. Check out growlikegrandad.co.uk, a blog          
written by an anxiety sufferer who has experienced the great benefits of 
gardening. He posts some great tips for gardening on a budget too! 
 
Get the kids involved too  
You’ll find lots of resources online to encourage the kids to get outdoors, 
gain a sense of achievement and boost their mental wellbeing. Check out 
childrensgardeningweek.co.uk and make the most of National Children’s 
Gardening Week at the end of May. 
 
Seek help with problem finances 
At CAP, we know all too well the link between financial struggles and men-
tal ill-health. If you have money worries, seek help sooner rather than later. 
There are lots of free debt counselling charities that can help. Just taking 
this first step can feel like a weight has been lifted. Have a look at                
moneysavingexpert.com/loans/debt-help-plan for advice. 
 
Seek help with your mental health 
If you’re struggling with your mental health, don’t suffer in silence. Get help 
through Mind (mind.org.uk) or your local GP. 
  
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is a UK charity with over 580 services across the 
country delivering debt counselling, money management, job clubs, life skills 
groups, and support for people breaking life-controlling dependencies. Visit 
capuk.org to find out more. 
 

Contributed by Jon Carrington 
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Tel: 01823 271 045 
Mobile: 07966 630 133 
Email: nmehrlich@btinternet.com 

| Plumbing & Heating 

| Gas Services 

| Kitchens 

| Bathrooms 

| Underfloor Heating 

| Powerflushing 
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Comeytrowe Park News 
 

The last year has been a particularly trying time but with Spring on its way things 
are hopefully looking up now. Throughout the lockdowns the park has been a 
haven of peace, tranquillity and activity for many local residents and families. We 
have been delighted to see many new families making use of the playground, the 
hard court area and of course the copses and open spaces. Dens have been built, 
trees have been climbed and over the seasons there have been cherries to pick and 
flowers to admire. We have all enjoyed watching and listening to the birds as they 
have built nests in the nesting boxes and raised their young. All in all Comeytrowe 
Park has been at its best over the last 12 months, thanks to the work of the team at 
Somerset West and Taunton and our ever vigilant dog walkers and volunteers 
keeping an eye on things!  
  
We were of course delighted that this work was recognised in the award of a 
Community Green Flag for the second year and our application for next year has 
been accepted.  The park is also a beneficiary of a grant from Somerset County 
Council as part of a bid with the Green Forum looking at ways to combat climate 
change.  Our bid - Hedges and Edges – looks at ways to improve carbon capture 
and increase the biodiversity of our open spaces through planting and improving 
the hedgerows in our area.  With the help of Somerset West and Taunton Council 
we will be replenishing the ancient hedgerows around the park and replanting 
where they have been removed.  The other partners in the bid are Longrun 
Meadow, Netherclay Community Woodland and Victoria Park.  We will be 
bringing you more news on this as the project gets under way. 
Finally we would like to announce that we have a Facebook page! If you would 
like to join our group of friends and supporters and add your photos or news to the 
site just look for Friends of Comeytrowe Park and request permission to join.  We 
very much look forward to welcoming you, both to the Facebook page and of 
course to the park if you have yet to visit. 
 
 
The Friends of Comeytrowe Park  
friends.park14@gmail.com  
Spring 2021 
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ELM TREE HOMES (SOUTH WEST) LTD 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS  

 
 All aspects of building work undertaken in and around Taunton for the last 

25 years offering the highest quality workmanship. 
Friendly, family business. 

Fully insured. 
Registered waste carrier. 

Members of the Federation of Master Builders.  
  

Extensions, full renovations and new builds a specialty. 
New windows, fascias and soffits supplied and fitted. 

Interior and exterior door replacement. 
Kitchens and bathrooms. 

Groundworks, landscaping and fencing. 
Interior and exterior painting and decorating.                                                                               

Call Steve on 07778743698 
email: elmtreehomes@hotmail.co.uk 

POND & 
GARDEN MEDIC 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
01823 336670 / 07759273866 
PONDMEDIC251@GMAIL.COM 

WATER FEATURES 
DECKING INSTALLATION 

HEDGE TRIMMING 
GRASS CUTTING 

PERGOLA ERECTING 

POND MAINTENANCE 
GARDEN RENOVATION 

PATIOO LAYING 
SHED BUILDS 

FENCE REPAIRS 
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Local Domestic Cleaner              
& Home Help 
Light domestic chores 
Companionship                     /
Sitting Service 
Running Errands                      
Shopping 
Organising Finances                       
Bill paying 
Help with Appointments 
Help with Pet Care 
Fully Insured  
                                                   
Current CRB/DBS check 
References available on           
request 
 
Contact:-                           
07980 971125 
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J Warman Carpentry & 
Property Maintenance 

 

Doors, skirtings, built in cupboards 
 

etc. 
 

Tel: 01823 254040 
 

Mobile: 07734307887 
 

Local friendly service by 25 years 
experienced & qualified carpenter. 

Small jobs welcome. 

Ltd. 

 TURNERS PHYSIO 
 

INJURY & SPORTS THERAPY   
         CLINIC (est 2002)  

 
•   Back Pain/Injury  
•   Shoulder & neck pain  
•   Muscular strains/sprains  
•   Nerve pain/Sciatica  
 
    CALL KEVIN:  07746 727736  
EMAIL:  turnersclinic@gmail.com  

MISTY / FOGGY UNIT 
 

Dodhill Corner,  
Kingston Road, Taunton TA2 8AT 

Tel 01823 451740 & Fax 01823 451719 
www.galmingtonglass.co.uk 

REPLACEMENT               
SERVICE 

FOR YOUR 
GLASS &  GLAZING 
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Local History 
with Andrew Powell-Thomas 

(repeated from March online edition of the G & C News) 
 
Sedgemoor’s War time past – The Taunton Stop Line - part 1 
For anyone who has gone for a walk or cycle along the canal you will have no doubt noticed 
some small brick structures tucked into the hedgerows, and it’s very easy to walk by these 
without a second thought. 
But eighty years-ago these tiny, somewhat insignificant structures were a small but important 
part of the country’s efforts during the Second World War. 
In 1940, as Hitler’s war machine rolled across Europe, there was a very real threat of 
invasion, which resulted in a series of ‘stop-lines’ being created right across Britain in an 
effort to delay any Nazi invasion. 
One of these was the Taunton stop line - a 50 mile defensive ‘wall’ spanning Somerset, 
Devon and Dorset, and these pillboxes dotted along the Bridgwater & Taunton Canal formed 
part of this military strategy. 
The Taunton Stop Line is arguably the best-preserved stop line in the country, and it begins at 
the coast near Highbridge in North Somerset, with the line of defences running down from the 
Pawlett Hams and along the River Parrett to Bridgwater. From here, it tracked the bank of the 
Bridgwater and Taunton Canal southward to Creech St. Michael, where it then joined and 
followed the dried-up bed of the old Taunton & Chard Canal. Near the village of Ilton, the 
stop line traced the route of the Great Western Railway southward until it reached just north 
of Chard Junction, where it then followed the route shared by the Southern Railway and the 
River Axe. Here, it briefly crossed over into Dorset in a couple of places, and then finally 
followed the course of the River Axe into the seaside town of Axmouth, Devon, where the 
Stop Line ended. 
In part 2, I will look at the defensive strategies used in constructing the Taunton Stop Line. 
 
Andrew Powell-Thomas, Author & Historian. 
www.andrewpowell-thomas.co.uk 

@authorAPT 
@authorAPT 
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Age UK Somerset encourage a move towards “normality” with their “Let’s move 
together and improve together” campaign.

The last year has been an unusual and difficult one for most but for many older 
people it has been particularly hard, with long periods of self-isolation impacting 
both mental and physical wellbeing. Research by Age UK has shown that many 
previously independent older adults have reported a loss of physical strength and 
capability, finding it harder to do daily activities such as going up stairs or walking 
the same distances they used to. Some have embraced modern technology, 
learning new skills and participating in online activities, helping them to maintain 
their existing levels of fitness but this has not been as rewarding as getting out and 
spending time with friends and family.

Throughout the pandemic, Age UK Somerset have supported older people in the 
County. Because they help those who are most at risk from severe illness due to 
coronavirus, and those whose movements have been most restricted, they have 
been busier than ever. Despite some services being paused due to their physical 
nature, others sprung up to meet the new needs of this strange time, for example 
their telephone service called “Friendly Phone calls”, to help alleviate feelings of 
isolation and boredom.

The charity’s Ageing Well team, who normally run and manage hundreds of 
community-based exercise classes, have held a wide range of online exercise 
sessions since last July. These classes have encouraged older people to maintain 
their current levels of fitness and given them a chance to see familiar, friendly 
faces. Full technical support has been given by the team and classes have 
included Tai Chi, yoga, pilates, general fitness and relaxation sessions.

With plans to resume their community-based classes from the 17th May, Ageing 
Well have launched an inspiring “let’s move together and improve together” 
campaign. Whilst wanting to encourage older people to start coming to classes 
again, they are aware that many are nervous of doing so. They are putting in 
stringent measures to provide the greatest level of reassurance, reducing the 
number of participants allowed in each class and introducing a new booking 
system. Classes will be re-started over a number of weeks, so that the team can 
oversee and manage them safely and effectively. A variety of online sessions will 
continue to run for those who would prefer to stay at home for the time being. 

AGE UK
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The charity’s “stay strong, stay steady” classes – falls prevention sessions run in 
conjunction with Somerset County Council and the NHS – will also be resuming 
and hope to have a positive impact on the strength and balance of vulnerable 
adults.

If you would like to find out more about any of Age UK Somerset’s classes, please 
Call  01823 345626  Email  ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk
or visit their website  www.ageuksomerset.org.uk

 2 

News from the Pews  
 
 
 
                     

Easter bonnets and Easter poems outside St Michael’s Church. 
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Your Community Newsletter 
Needs you! 

 
Please note that the deadline for articles 
and advertisements is 9am on the 16th 

April for inclusion in May’s issue. 
Items sent after the deadline 

will not be included.  
 

Articles and adverts sent well before the 
deadline are assured of a place in the G&C 
News. Thank you for your help with this. 

 
The email address for the G & C NEWS is: 

hello@gcnews.co.uk 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE  27 
 
The charity’s “stay strong, stay steady” classes – falls prevention       
sessions run in conjunction with Somerset County Council and the 
NHS – will also be resuming and hope to have a positive impact on 
the strength and balance of vulnerable adults.  
If you would like to find out more about any of Age UK Somerset’s 
classes, please call 01823    345626 or email                                           
ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk or visit 
www.ageuksomerset.org.uk 
Former Ageing Well Manager,              
Di Ramsay, with 88 year old yoga   
teacher Ivy Thorne. Di tragically lost her 
battle with cancer last year. She was an 
inspirational leader, who made a huge 
difference to the wellbeing of many older 
people in Somerset”.  

 2 

News from the Pews  
 
 
 
                     

Easter bonnets and Easter poems outside St Michael’s Church. 
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TRULL, ANGERSLEIGH AND STAPLEHAY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

The Local History Society has worked hard to continue to stay 
in touch with its members and other interested people during 
the last 12 months when we have not been able to meet up 
physically.                                                                                                                     
Just to give you a flavour of our recent endeavours:-  

An article on 14 February raised the issue of what Major 
General Charles George Gordon (1833 - 1885) and Margorie 
Cecil Winterton (1903 - 1953 - who had resided on the 
Quantocks) had in common.  The following article of 22 
February answered this question in some depth - they both 
died in Khartoum . Charles Gordon also had a strong local 
connection with Taunton in that he went to school at Fullands.  

The next article written by David Hawkings, a Society member 
and local author, provided some further notes on some mid-
19th Century Wills of people who had resided in the Trull area.  

On 7 March we challenged our members to a cryptic West 
Country place name quiz. - to give an example one clue is 
'Time to renew mousetraps by the sea' - 6.5.4 letters - 
Somerset .  I'll leave readers to fathom out the answer!  

From time-to-time, members also raise a few history based 
queries of their own - one such recently  was a question around 
the background history of Cherry Orchard House in Trull, to 
whom the enquirers had a family link, which provoked a couple 
of interesting responses from the archivists amongst our 
membership.  

We are looking forward to being able to resume our regular 
meetings at Trull Church Community Centre once the Covid-19 
situation permits.                                                                                          
Copies of articles can also be found on our facebook page.  

Lynne Nash on behalf of Trull, Angersleigh and Staplehay Local 
History Society 
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BUCKHURST ELECTRICS 
 

Local quality service, which you can rely on. 
All domestic electrical work undertaken, no job too small. 
Part ‘P’ compliant, approved contractor and fully insured. 
For any enquiries or quotes on any electrical work please 

get in touch with David Buckhurst   Tel: 07582498093 
E-mail: Buckhurst.Electrics@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVERT 
QUARTER PAGE 

£10  
PER 

MONTH 

                                                        
Ian Cooke 
Painter and Decorator   

 
All Aspects of Painting and 

Decorating 
Over 30 years experience 

Free quotations 
Mobile: 07775647249 
Home: 01823 256169 

Email: 
cookemanor5@gmail.com 

QUARTER PAGE
ADVERT

AVAILABLE

ADVERTISE HERE
FOR ONLY

£10 PER MONTH

hello@gcnews.co.uk
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BUCKHURST ELECTRICS 
 

Local quality service, which you can rely on. 
All domestic electrical work undertaken, no job too small. 
Part ‘P’ compliant, approved contractor and fully insured. 
For any enquiries or quotes on any electrical work please 

get in touch with David Buckhurst   Tel: 07582498093 
E-mail: Buckhurst.Electrics@gmail.com 

SILVER BIRCH GARDEN  
SERVICES 

(established 1995) 

 

• Lawn Mowing 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Planting 

• Turfing 

• Pruning 

 

Professional service 

References available 

Call Nick on 07535498529 

                                                        
Ian Cooke 
Painter and Decorator   

 
All Aspects of Painting and 

Decorating 
Over 30 years experience 

Free quotations 
Mobile: 07775647249 
Home: 01823 256169 

Email: 
cookemanor5@gmail.com 
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Your local, family run flooring specialists with over 40 years of trading 
and experience, offering the very best in customer service. 

Our helpful showroom team will be able to guide and support you 
through our vast range of options and products. 

From advice, through to measuring, supplying, and expert fitting, our aim 
is to provide you with the best service. 

Visit our showroom to view our extensive range of options. Samples 
available to take away. 

 
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton, TA2 6BJ 

Open Monday- Friday 9am- 5pm, Saturday 9am- 2pm 
01823 335952 or email lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com 

LES MARSH CARPETS 
Carpet – Karndean- Vinyl Experts 

7 

IN the Book Corner 
With Jim Ryan 

 
 
 
 
 

The Giordano Bruno series, by S J Parris 
 

Greetings fellow bookworms! How on earth is it April already? It only seems like 
yesterday that I was stuffing myself with Quality Street and avoiding the postman 
bringing my January credit card bill after Christmas. And all I seem to have done is 
exchange sweets for toasted hot-cross buns. Still, the days are getting lighter, and 
we’re edging closer to when we can sit outside in the sun to read, rather than 
huddled by the fire/radiator/cat. 
Anyway, enough of my rambling. Over the last few months I decided I wanted to 
branch out and find a new genre to read (away from grumpy London detectives and 
government conspiracy plots). I’ve always loved history, so after some digging 
about, I came across this series of six books around the central character of 
Giordano Bruno – who was a real person in the 15th century – although these books 
are entirely works of fiction (or are they…?).  
Bruno is an Italian monk (and philosopher, poet and scientist) on the run from the 
Roman inquisition, and finds himself in England, at the height of the rein of Queen 
Elizabeth (the first one). He finds himself in the employ of Sir Francis Walsingham, 
the Tudor Queen’s chief spymaster. Over the series of books he is tasked with 
investigating murders, plots of treason and infiltrating groups of rebellious traitors. 
We see him meet several of history’s main players, and the books are written in 
such a captivating and mesmerising way, that you can feel them come to life out of 
the pages of the history books we studied as children, to become living, breathing 
people. Plus there’s some murderous goings on that need solving, which is always a 
plus for me. 
I don’t have the word count here to be able to go into great detail about the entire 
series, but I must say that these books made a real impact with me; they are so 
cleverly crafted that you get easily immersed into the story and the words, thoughts 
and feelings of the characters just flow. The first book is Heresy, and I would give 
this 5 stars (in fact, I’d give all of the six books 5 stars. Even the miserable so-and-
sos on Goodreads give it just under 4 stars, and they’re normally a fierce bunch of 
critics), and the series is definitely in my top 10 of all time. So if you’re after 
something new (especially if you like history, crime or stories based on real people) 
then I’d strongly recommend this (or if you’re a fan of Joanne Harris or Philippa 
Gregory books you should enjoy this as well). 
 
 
I must finish up by mentioning an excellent children’s book subscription website 
that I was introduced to. For a small monthly fee, they send your child/grandchild 
two age suitable reading books and an activity pack: www.letsgoread.co.uk so why 
not take a look yourself if you’re after a book based present for a child. 
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* 2 Bed Flat Now Available to Rent * 
*Contact 01823 257819 for more information or to apply* 

27 

Chris Francis Electrical Services 
 

Friendly,  Reliable,  Local Electrician 
 

Part P Registered and Insured 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Competitive Prices 
 

All electrical aspects covered 
———————————————- 

TEL: 01823 765007 
MOB: 07989 396455 

www.chrisfranciselectrical.co.uk 

General Garden 
Maintenance 

 
✓ Lawn Mowing 
✓ Hedge Trimming 
✓ Planting 
✓ Pruning 
✓ Weeding 
✓ Tidying 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Call Stephen 
01823 334539 
Email: shrowell@gmail.com 

        
              Local reliable, professional                                                                                         

gardener with 40 years’ experience. 
 

Lawn and Hedge cutting. 
General Garden Maintenance. 
Fencing and Decking. 
Pressure washing.                                      
 
Call Patrick on: 01823 213316  

  

 

17 

 

 

CELESTIAL OBJECTS 
·  March 6 - Mercury at Greatest Western Elongation. The planet         
Mercury reaches greatest western elongation of 27.3 degrees from the 
Sun. This is the best time to view Mercury since it will be at its highest 
point above the horizon in the morning sky. Look for the planet low in 
the eastern sky just before sunrise. 
·  March 13 - New Moon. The Moon will located on the same side of the 
Earth as the Sun and will not be visible in the night sky. This phase  
occurs at 10:23 UTC. This is the best time of the month to observe faint 
objects such as galaxies and star clusters because there is no moonlight 
to interfere. 
·  March 20 - March Equinox. The March equinox occurs at 09:27 UTC. 
The Sun will shine directly on the equator and there will be nearly 
equal amounts of day and night throughout the world. This is also the 
first day of spring (vernal equinox) in the Northern Hemisphere and 
the first day of fall (autumnal equinox) in the Southern Hemisphere. 
·  March 28 - Full Moon. The Moon will be located on the opposite side 
of the Earth as the Sun and its face will be will be fully illuminated. 
This phase occurs at 18:49 UTC. This full moon was known by early 
Native American tribes as the Worm Moon because this was the time of 
year when the ground would begin to soften and the earthworms would 
reappear. This moon has also been known as the Crow Moon, the Crust 
Moon, the Sap Moon, and the Lenten Moon. 
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Oven Angel 
 

Friendly, reliable and local professional. 
All types of oven, hob & extractor cleaned. 

Call for a free no obligation quote. 
Tel: Caroline on 01278 450307 or 07977 051717 

Email: info@ovenangel.co.uk   Website: www.ovenangel.co.uk 

KINGPIN GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
  

Plus Patio Cleaning 
 Chainsaw Qualified 

Lawn and Hedge Cutting 
Fence Painting etc 

  
Affordable Prices All Year Round. Fully Insured 

 Over 25 Years Experience 
  

Contact Charlie 
Mobile: 07719337123 Home: 01823 334592 

Email: charlie.kingpin@yahoo.co.uk 

5 
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Enjoy a clean home 
without lifting a finger!  

  
A one off clean, regular housework or help with those jobs 

you keep putting off!!!!  
 

Call me for a fee  I am the BUSY BEE 
Debbie 07393543857 

Need a helping hand? 

Claire Rickson 
Call: 01823 431688  
Email: taunton@extra-help.co.uk 

• Cleaning & Tidying 
• Laundry & Ironing 
• Shopping errands 

• Meal preparation 
• Companionship 
• Light gardening 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS 
TINNED VEG, TINNED CUSTARD, 500G SUGAR, CHOCOLATES, TINNED 

RICE PUDDING, PULSES, PASTA ‘N’ SAUCES 
 

The Taunton Foodbank is located at Unit 4, Belvedere Trading Estate, Albemarle 
Road, Taunton, TA1 1BH. Please note that everyone who comes to the foodbank 

 
Advertise here 

 
£5 a month 

 
 

29 
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BLUE PENGUIN 
Chartered Accountants 

Personal tax advice for family-run 
businesses and individuals. 

 
Monthly fees from £20 plus VAT 

 
peter@blue-penguin.co.uk 

 
Tel: 01823 335262 

Fax: Really?? 
 

Peter Watkins ACA AAT ATT 

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 
In your own home 
Ladies and Gents 

Cuts, Blow-dries, Shampoo & Sets 
Perming and Colouring 

 
Call Katrina on 01823 351629 

or 07870 439312 

Sally Koppa 
MSSCh Dip Pod Med MBChA 

 
CHIROPODIST 
Home Visiting Service 

 
Tel: 07837 729389 

 
Registered with the 

British Chiropody & Podiatry Association 
and Health & Care Professions Council 

Lee. J. Priddle 
Property 

Maintenance 

 
Qualified Carpenter 

(Over 25 Years Experience) 
 

Mobile: 07940 928939 
Office: 01823 618947 

info@leepriddle.co.uk 
www.leepriddle.co.uk 

Garden 
 
✓ Decking 
✓ Fencing 
✓ Trellis 
✓ Pergolas 
✓ Patios 
✓ Paths 
✓ Stone and 

Chipping 
 
 

Offering quality 
improvements in 

the home and 
garden 

Home 
 
✓ Door/frame 

replacements 
✓ Studwork 
✓ Flooring 
✓ Ceilings 
✓ Coving 
✓ Roof repairs 
✓ Guttering 
✓ Fascias 
✓ Interior/

exterior 
painting & 
decorating 

 
PROFESSIONAL FOOT 

TREATMENT IN YOUR OWN 
HOME 

Calluses, corns, ingrowing toenails, 
nail trimming cracked heels, rough/

dry skin and all general 
Rachael Salter 

07969912080 
hamiltonholistics@gmail.com 

3 
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JUNE 2021 ISSUE
To be published on: Friday 28/05/2021

Articles, Adverts & Letters to be with
the Editor by 9am Monday 17/05/2021

Treasurer/Editor: Mrs. P. M. Ryan
12 Berwick Close. 01823 288474

Distribution: Mr. S. & Mrs. J. Rudd
7 Comeytrowe Rise. 01823 252604

HAIR CARE
Gill Hobbs - Mobile hairdresser. All ages Tel: 01823 480225

GAS FITTING and SERVICING
by registered GAS SAFE installer.

Nick Keeble and Son, 36 Highfield, Taunton. Tel 289032

KEATES - BUILDING MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
Painting & Decorating - Paths - Patios - Fencing - Slate and Tile Roofing.

Telephone 01823 275971  Mobile 07939 406099

MIKE ROGERS PLUMBING
Installation and Repairs, Bathrooms, Showers, Kitchens, Ball Valves, Taps,

Boiler Servicing and Central Heating,
GAS Safe Registered Installer. Tel: (01823) 321470

Galmington & Comeytrowe News: hello@gcnews.co.uk
Comeytrowe Parish Council: www.comeytrowe-pc.gov.uk

Bishop Henderson School: www.bishophendersonschool.co.uk
St Michael’s Church Hall: Church Office Tel: 332371, Monday closed, 

Tuesday 9-30 to 6-00, Wednesday 9-30 to 1-30, Thursday 9-30 to 1-30,
Friday 9-30 to 12-30. Or by appointment. Susan Kaufman Church Administrator.

The Trident Hall & Play Area: Pete Yeandle 01823 289791
Comeytrowe Community Hall: Marian Hudd, 59 Somerset Avenue TA1 5HX

07477912257 www.comeytrowecommunityhall.org
Police Community Support Contacts

Lyndsay Smith, Catherine Richards and Marshall Bernhardt

ADVERTISING RATES
Small Adverts 20p per word per month

Whole Page: £40 per month
Half Page: £20 per month

Quarter page: £10 per month
Eighth page: £5 per month

A 10% discount will be allowed on 
payments made for a year in advance

*CASH & Cheques no longer accepted*
Payments to be made by Banks Transfer only

Please be aware that the ‘Galmington & Comeytrowe News’ accepts adverts in good faith. 
If you employ or use the services of those who advertise, please satisfy yourself as to their 

competence and certification. ’Galmington & Comeytrowe News’ accepts no liability.


